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Foreword

The multiplicity of ideas in which the vast majority of thinking people are today drowning is more apparent than ever before amidst so much psychic agitation and in-fact-uation that is being demonstrated and broadcast all around the world. Throughout the ages, science, religion, art, commerce and government have been working with a view to guiding the world and the human race by similar ideas, but actually this has only resulted in increasing mankind's confusion, leading us to the present state of the world, which essentially corresponds to a planetary asylum for the spiritually insane!

Please know from the start, therefore, that we do not wish to provide you with more interesting and entertaining ideas, or to weary you with yet another new teaching, belief system or philosophy, as do so many other teachers, groups and organisations.

If we were to contribute in this way, it would only conduce toward the general world confusion, which we certainly do not wish to do. We are not concerned with preaching a certain doctrine supported by theories, hypotheses or external authorities; with reasoning out that doctrine intellectually, and then defending and praising it. To the contrary, the purpose of one of the aspects of our work is to endeavour to liberate our students from all superfluous hubbub by placing before them esoteric facts that are actually as old as the planet. We address ourselves to the wandering, seeking human being who is groping about in spiritual darkness, in order to awaken him. We come to mankind with a vital message, and with a Call.

Universal law guarantees that he who understands this Call and who responds in earnest to it - and who continues to respond in the right way and for the right reasons - will enjoy a progressively more exalted state of consciousness and so enter an entirely new and higher reality where he may benefit from a mysterious and wonderfully benign spiritual power, providing he wishes to assist the world and mankind by means of that power and can find a way to do so. This he will be able to do effortlessly when he understands intellectually and responds aspirationally to the Call by employing the original divine spark that lies sleeping within his heart.

* * *

We would recommend that you try to arrange things so that you will not know interruption or distraction during your study of the Gnosis. You may wish to read, re-read and then read again certain parts of these texts, for every chapter warrants deep reflection and contemplation.

The best way to study and benefit from The Pure Gnosis is to empty oneself completely of all prior knowledge and understanding, and to read like it was our very first book. While we understand that this may be difficult for the more well-read, let us remember always that if our cup is even half full, then we are limited as to how much new wine we can receive.

The Pure Gnosis will not be fully appreciated if studied merely as an academic project. In order to receive the most from the book, we recommend that students maintain an attitude of wishing to gain vital Knowledge in order to help the world.

If, as you study and reflect, you choose, with right motive, to integrate the liberating principles revealed herein, then your consciousness will definitely be enriched and renewed by means of the spiritual potency that always proffers itself through words of Truth that have been divinely inspired. This is a lawful certainty without exception.

With this in mind, let us now begin our journey together; a journey that you may soon begin to realise is the most wondrous, purposeful and rewarding that any human being on Earth may take, and ultimately must take.... 

Introduction

"Jesus said: 'Let him who seeks continue seeking until he finds. When he finds he will become troubled, and when he becomes troubled he will be astonished. . . .'" - The Gospel of Thomas.
We wonder if, even after extensive study of writings proclaiming to be a presentation of the Ancient Wisdom; after much due reflection and contemplation, you may retain a sense that there is more, that there is something missing, something elusive that is not given in the vast majority of spiritual, occult, esoteric, religious and new age books that are readily available today. We wonder if you may have yet realised that something vital has been lost or become very obscured in the majority of the written presentations of those religions that still exist and are practised today; something essential that is also markedly absent from the vast majority of so-called spiritual teachings that are presently being given out in the world (a very large number indeed!).

It is certain that you will be at least subconsciously aware that something is unresolved in your spiritual life and that you have yet to find the True Path of Return (from which there exist so many distractions today within the spiritual supermarket), otherwise you would not have an interest in reading this.

It is well that you are aware of this because it is necessary to fully acknowledge where we are presently in order to move forward from there onto the Path, and henceforth to pursue the One Goal of human incarnation.

The Pure Gnosis explains the One Goal and its method of attainment in clear and easily understood terms. Having exhumed vital Key-Knowledge that has been repeatedly concealed or disfigured beyond recognition throughout history by perfidious intelligences who did not want humanity to know the facts, we now direct ourselves to those earnest and intelligent seekers who, driven by an inner disquiet and longing, are either searching for the true meaning of life or are yearning to unite with others who are already walking the Path, in order to help with the Great Work that is now underway on Earth.

* * *
For the purposes of an introduction into the nature and uncompromising focus of this book, we would like now to briefly explore the one great question that necessarily faces every single unenlightened human being.

All the phenomena of life in this world bear the stamp of time. All life-forms have a beginning, grow toward a certain peak of development, and ultimately come to their inevitable and lawful end. The wheel of birth and death rotates unceasingly.

As a result, the question arises: Why do we live? Does life really have a deeper meaning? Even at birth we carry within us the seeds of death, so what is the purpose of living? What task do we have to fulfill? Is the aim of life to be found in the field of humanitarianism, or sociology, or idealism, or science? Or is the purpose of life to acquire possessions, to gain a good and respectable position in society, or to maintain the human race by producing children?

Surely all these things cannot be the true meaning of life, for all such attainments, in their turn, are perishable; there is nothing in them that speaks of Eternity, of the Everlasting, of the Divine. And yet the philosophers and sages of all times have said: "If there is a temporal existence, then Eternity must also exist." But where do we find it?

Medical science has found that even in the womb the first signs of wear and ageing appear in the baby. This should bring us to the logical conclusion that life as we know it does not bear the mark of Eternity.

One person's life is long, while another's is short. One person's life is spent in luxury, another's in poverty. One person enjoys vitality and health, while another is sick and weak. Yet the purpose of life, the One Goal of life, is the same for everyone. And what is more, this Goal is actually attainable for everyone, whether they be strong and healthy, or weak and frail.

Now, think of the very many people who are trying in all possible ways to fathom a greater meaning in life so that they may provide themselves and others with real purpose and fulfilment. Yet how tragic it is that all these well-intentioned efforts are made within the boundaries of time and space, while the Divine and true spiritual values (i.e., qualities of the divine Spirit) are only to be found beyond these limits.

Everyone tries to organise his life in such a way that a measure of happiness and contentment is ensured. The world has much to offer: things of beauty ranging from the useful and necessary to the more abstract pleasures of art, music, nature and so on. But with all these things of such value and beauty, one is still brought to the discovery, time and time again, that their lustre will one day fade. Upon closer examination it becomes apparent that all the things we have built up and with which we have been surrounding and occupying ourselves keep losing their power and will eventually decay or be discarded. Nothing is lasting.

When we have reached the point of seeing this clearly, we realise that truly satisfying results in the material world, in time and space, can never be obtained, and that there is nothing for it but to look elsewhere for the Eternal and True.

Perhaps we may then turn to science, which shows us how wonderful are the designs of nature, from a garden of flowers to the microscopic structures of crystals and atoms. Ever more grandiose and beautiful forms and colours unfold before our eyes and gradually a new concept of beauty evolves for us, a beauty that we may think is imperishable.

We explore in thought the endless spaces of the cosmos, where the majestic, star-filled firmament offers us a glorious view of overwhelming grandeur. And whilst exploring this infinity we realise again that what we are searching for in these manifestations is Eternity, the Real, Divinity, or what mankind calls God.

We are searching for an encounter with Divinity and believe that we are near it when we are wandering through nature's marvels, or when we are looking at objects of art, or when taking part in a service in one of those magnificent cathedrals, perhaps even thinking that we can see God. Yet eventually we realise that all these experiences are only stations on the road of life, for when we take a closer look at all the wonders that we have discovered, we see that they, too, are transitory and fail to explain divine Reality. The transitory, then, can never lead us to the Eternal.

Gradually, we begin to gain a clearer idea of what Divinity could possibly be. Perhaps it manifests itself in man; perhaps it is true that the Divine expresses itself as an eternal principle in the great community of human beings. Yet in its lifestyle and behaviour mankind shows elements that are clearly not divine. If man were really to represent an eternal, divine principle, then everything involving selfishness and cruelty, everything of fear and violence, would be foreign to him.

So we turn away from mankind and continue our search in nature's stillness. The remarkable order in the cosmos, the awe-inspiring dimensions of the macrocosm, give us some notion of the Divine and tell us that only an almighty Intelligence would be able to maintain this universe with its billions of galaxies, and we reason that this Intelligence can only be God.

Yet stars are born and become extinct. Entire galaxies of unknown and unimaginable size come into being and vanish. We discover that this seemingly so peaceful cosmic image is, in reality, not peaceful at all, but, just like our own small world, is governed by a perpetual coming and going, and although on a much larger scale, it is still as indisputably perishable as everything of this Earth.

We may then try to reach a higher insight by means of reason and logic. The existence of universal laws is a basic assumption of all scientific research. These laws of nature apply throughout the universe and must therefore be immutable. Perhaps in these laws we think we have at last found something imperishable, something divine.

Yet physicists have found, for example, that the sun was once hotter than it is now, and also that the natural conditions in the cosmos vary according to the age of the various star systems. So we are once again forced to realise that even in infinite space nothing lasting exists and that even here everything is subject to birth, change and death.

* * *

In this volume we present esoteric facts that reveal the possibility, the necessity and the method of making an ascent into an entirely different Realm, into the "Kingdom not of this world".

Many are familiar with the above expression. However, the image that they have of this 'other world' rarely coincides with reality because before one can begin to seek and understand the divine World, one needs to fully comprehend the world in which he finds himself. As we have already stated, such precious and needed information, unambiguously presented, is most scarce upon Earth today.

We may believe that we have an accurate image of the world in which we live and that we understand this life, but we are constantly forced to alter this image and to make it fit with new scientific discoveries. So our world image is always changing and, in fact, depends greatly upon our age, our character, our intelligence and even our mood. That is why so many ideologies exist, why there are so many religious, philosophical and political points of view. And most everyone is convinced that his or her point of view is the right one.

These conflicting opinions alone make it clear that what is being argued about cannot be anything imperishable or unchangeable. Only that which is beyond this world and its temporal laws can be absolute and eternal, and such things are above any discussion or argument.

It is reasonable that if the imperfect exists, then the Perfect must also exist, for the one would be meaningless without the other. And the Perfect does indeed exist! But such a perfect "Kingdom not of this world" can only proceed and be explained from divine Spheres. Therefore, undivine consciousness - the consciousness of the mass of human beings - cannot know that which is above and beyond it; it may philosophise, theorise or speculate about it, but it cannot actually Know it experientially.

Nevertheless, in this world man goes on through many repeated painful experiences before he begins to recognise his innermost state of being. He thinks he lives, but in reality he merely exists in an order of time and space that was created to make it possible for him to find, through experience, the way back to the divine "House of the Father", his original Field of Life.

However, in his fallen, undivine state man is not able to find this way by himself, and that is why Helpers come to him from the divine Realm, where only one motivation exists: Love and Service of the Divine Plan. And historically from time to time, especially at the end of world cycles such as this present period on Earth, a prominent Teacher has arisen from among the helpers; a Teacher who testified to mankind's fallen condition and also to the Kingdom not of this world, and who told humanity what conditions it would need to fulfil if it was to be able to walk the Path of Return.

But now one might ask: does man actually want to walk the Path of Return that leads back to his original, divine State? Does he understand the necessity of doing so? For most of mankind, the answer is undoubtedly - no. Yet today there is a growing number of people around the world who are experiencing an overwhelming inner anxiety, despite present-day affluence, and who are seeking fulfilment in their lives in all imaginable ways. However, since the great majority of these seekers have yet to attain true Knowledge their search nearly always leads them into the unwitting practise of imitation spirituality of some kind; they begin to employ lower psychism, unholy occultism or selfish mysticism, none of which have anything whatsoever to do with the Path of Return or, therefore, the divine life. Since the vast majority of spiritual seekers in the world today are unaware of the fundamental nature of the fallen world, the need to transcend it and the requirements for entering the divine Kingdom, they, too, remain on the treadmill of unholy existence, bound to the ever-turning wheel of birth and death, even though in their own minds they may earnestly believe that they have achieved something spiritually worthy. It is to such 'accomplished' individuals who perpetrate the greatest crime of leading others astray that the following maxim applies, perhaps more than any other type, for conviction is often the greatest enemy of Truth, even greater than are lies!

There are countless cases of the blind leading the blind upon Earth today in the name of Truth and spirituality, all for want of a little true Knowledge; a Knowledge that is indispensable if one wishes to return to the divine Kingdom. These lessons are a clear and uncompromising presentation of that Knowledge, or Gnosis.

At this critical time on Earth, the gates of both heaven and hell are opening wide. Every single person in the world must now make a choice one way or the other, for no one can serve two masters. Consequently, the need for accurate and undistorted Knowledge is very great indeed (as it always is at the end of major world cycles).

The Pure Gnosis fulfils today's urgent need for true understanding by lucidly presenting the unadulterated facts regarding the nature of this fallen world, the hidden, undivine intelligences that terrorise it and humanity, together with the essential requirements of the Path of Return that leads from darkness to Light.

* * *

Since fear (which is born of ignorance) is the root cause of every single problem in this world, it is clear that the eradication of fear constitutes the Solution to world misery.

True knowledge and its earnest, practical application in life dissipates fear as it calls forth a response from divinity in the Kingdom not of this world.

Conversely, and according to Proverbs 29:18, without Knowledge and the corresponding Vision that it engenders, the people perish.

As an integral aspect of our remembered duty to humanity, we feel that it is now time to offer the world vital Key-Knowledge in order that the forthcoming harvest may be greater than before.

This World of Illusions

When a seeker finds and chooses to walk the Path of the Divine Mysteries, he will find that he has to be prepared to give up many things that had become familiar and natural to him; he will have to throw them overboard like useless and cumbersome ballast. He will observe the tumbling down of many of the greater and lesser castles he had built for himself. He will have to fundamentally revise all deep-rooted laws of morals, ethics, tradition, philanthropy, conventions, etc. No prejudice whatsoever may guide him or hold him back. He must learn to open himself, in pure and sincere objectivity, as one who wants to find the living Truth.
In fact, a genuine seeker of Truth does not look for confirmation of what he thinks he already knows, but instead, and in realising that nothing he has so far tried has led him to the Liberated Life, he strives to loosen himself from everything in those old, familiar things that prove to be false and, therefore, worthless with regard to the sole purpose behind his appearance in this world. He seeks to free himself from all unreal and misleading conceptions that do not lead to attainment of the One Goal: liberation from this painful world.

* * *

Now, the earnest and intelligent seeker will experience that Truth not only has a scientific and philosophical aspect, but that it is also a Power that drives him forward and leads him to behold the true nature of Life. This is why he never needs to fear that, on the True Path, he will lose or have to give up anything that possesses real, eternal value. On the contrary, he who sets out on the road in objectivity - that is to say, in freedom from personal attachments - will find that everything which has eternal value will be confirmed, although detached from and purified of that which until now prevented these truths from revealing themselves to his limited consciousness.

We invite you to join us in our search for the living Truth. Upon this quest you will go far beyond what, in this world, is regarded as truth, but the journey will have to begin from the reality in which every seeker finds himself now, today, in this physical existence.

In order to begin this journey the seeker must possess self-knowledge. "Man, know thyself" is one of the oldest requirements for attaining universal Knowledge and Wisdom. To attain self-knowledge, it is necessary to clearly understand the following:

The nature of our own being.

The nature of the world in which we exist.

The truth of the situation in the world.

The fundamental causes of the sorrow, misery and ignorance in which humanity finds itself.

* * *

We would now like to ask you if you are able to give an objective answer to the following questions?

Do you know who you are?

Do you know what you are?

Where did you come from?

Why are you here?

Where will you go after your lifetime on this Earth?

These are five simple questions that most people, in unconscious fear, prefer to avoid, or to which the answer given them by certain authorities is all too readily accepted.

Other questions might easily be added, for instance:

What is the purpose of life?

From whence does this world originate?

What power, what intelligence maintains this world?

Do you realise that you cannot give an objective answer to all of these questions? Yet there must be an answer to them. However, this answer is known only to one who has penetrated to the living Truth, which is also the Source of all existence.

This living Truth must be aroused in man so that it can begin to speak and testify within him. Only the living Truth can make slumbering mankind conscious of its true human dignity, and this long-lost Truth must be sought if it is to be found again. This is why the Piscean world-saviour, Jesus, said: "Seek and you will find; knock and the door shall be opened to you", and this is also why the previous Avatar before him likewise advised us with the words: "He who seeks the Truth with diligence and detachment shall find it and it will enlighten him." - Lord Buddha.

* * *

Every earnest seeker knows well the state of helplessness and ignorance in which he finds himself when confronted by the great problems of life. He is tortured by all sorts of questions that force themselves upon him. Even though he may think he has found an answer, he discovers, sooner or later, that it can be contradicted by another. All his experiences show him that anything he tries to hold onto passes away and is replaced by something else which, in turn, also passes away.

Anything that man builds must eventually collapse. Nothing is permanent in this world. Everything is subject to ruin and death. Man hunts after riches, fame, honour, position, health, happiness, power or, on another level, he strives for cultural, social, religious or scientific advantages, often with the noblest of intentions. But all this is of no use to his spiritual aspirations; everything remains transitory, evanescent. Anything man attempts meets with an inevitable end. The result is that mankind remains imprisoned in a phantom world of changing appearances, the identification with which perpetuates ignorance and misery.

How strange and absurd is all this! Yet man has learned to resign himself to it; he accepts it as a matter of course, due to his lack of Knowledge. This is one of the consequences of his limited and predominantly biological state of consciousness, which cannot guide him on his way to Truth. It is the tragic side of human existence for which man exerts himself, wears himself out, for nothing, in a delusive world, a sham existence, a world of illusions.

The things man strives for are but shadows. They arise and they slip away. They loom up out of nothingness and they return to nothingness. This is the nature of things in this world and, therefore, the nature of man himself. All these characteristics pertain to this shadow order of existence, to this finite world, and none of them can be undone by employing the remedies of this world. So what is the consequence thereof? As long as we remain identified with and active in this world, then suffering and death in all the spheres of life and its activity will continue to be our lot.

Yet man seems to be compelled to live in this world, to hold his own in this world of pain and sorrow. Therefore, he tries to protect himself from suffering. He endeavours to find consolation in oblivion by creating and perpetuating illusions.

How does he do this? What are the paths he treads? They are: Science, Commerce, industry and technology, The arts, The various forms of false and compromised religion, Lower occultism and mysticism, Humanitarianism, Entertainment, Sport, Personality/social relationships

All these are the expressions of culture by means of which man diverts himself from the Truth as he strives after self-protection. Man's activities in all their aspects are dedicated to this self-protection. That entire, uninterrupted, feverish activity in which man and society take part; that entire, enormous contrivance that has spread over the whole world and in which all men are involved from morning till night and from night till morning; that exhaustive passion for work to which the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms are also made subservient and which has, in fact, no other purpose than that of man's self-gratification, self-preservation and self-protection.

Almost every man in the world today acts in the service of himself, in servitude to his own protection against the fundamental and insurmountable law of this temporal shadow-existence, against the transience and the disintegration of all the things that he believes to be real and to have value. However, since transience, disintegration and, consequently, suffering are fundamental conditions in this life; since everything in this life is subject to impermanence and dissolution, every attempt at self-protection against it is a fallacy, an illusion, an absolute impossibility. For that reason, all human activity, all striving after culture, everything that is centred upon self-protection and self-preservation in this world is useless, senseless and a mad and pitiful pursuit that ever produces disappointment and pain.

* * *

Our whole life on this side of the grave is a delusion. So, then, we may well ask ourselves: is man justified when he invests his religious hopes in an eternal, blissful hereafter? Certainly not. For the ignorance that makes man believe that this world is real also misleads him with respect to the 'hereafter'. Ignorance, like karma, does not simply disappear at the time of physical death.

Just as the physical birth of man is the beginning of his life in a material body, which has to die, so the existence in the hereafter also has a beginning and therefore an end. It cannot possibly be eternal, because Eternity has no beginning and no end. Therefore, the belief in an everlasting life in the hereafter is delusive.

The so-called 'eternal life', the existence on yonder side of the grave, is really a temporary existence, also subject to the law of rising, glimmering, fading and dying. Existence on yonder side has its lawful end, followed by a new birth into this material life. In this way the circular course is closed; man begins another round in this world of the transitory, the non-lasting, the unreal; another round in the world of death, as is this twofold field of existence, from the cradle to the grave and back from the grave to the cradle. (This will be explained more fully later).

Now, what does man actually look for in all this; what does he want? The bitter truth is that he does not know, because he has ceased to be the original divine Man who knew the divine Will and who consciously co-operated with it. Man, at present, is undivine, fallen from Grace. This is why his disposition is always speculative, why his consciousness is very limited and barely biological, and why so much more is occurring even in his extremely restricted field of existence than he can discover with his five mundane senses and intellect. As an example of this, man lives among the 'dead'; among innumerable incorporeal beings whom he cannot perceive sensorially, yet which exist in the more subtle spheres of life in the undivine world. But most people do not consider this, for they do not perceive it.

Here is another example, of utmost importance for the awakening of man's awareness to how things really are. In the Holy Language of all times, the world in which man exists is always called a sunken, fallen world. This verity was assured by the Buddha who stated: "All of life in samsara [this world of illusions] is suffering", and also by Jesus, the Piscean Christ, in the words: "My Kingdom is not of this world".

So, another world must exist. But where? The Holy Language says that it is within you, "...nearer than hands and feet". However, man does not experience any of this, because although he has eyes, he cannot see, and although he has ears, he cannot hear. Man's consciousness is caught in a horrible delusion, in a dreadful darkness. Man is completely deprived of first-hand Knowledge, of Knowing - through direct perception and experience - the world of the Divine, the world of the One Light, from whence all Creation springs.

But, although man is undivine, fallen, and has turned away from the Divine Plan of Evolution and the creative Universal Intelligence, he nevertheless exists in and by the power that is derived from that Intelligence. However, man no longer uses his own free will to serve the Divine Plan, as he did in the beginning, but uses it only to achieve his own selfish ends. Man, in his fallen state, no longer asks his Creator and Preserver: "Lord, what will you have me do?". He only follows the arbitrary desires of his own personal will. He misuses the powers at his disposal in I-centredness for selfish and mundane purposes.

However, despite all of this, man still has an innate longing for the happiness and inner peace that he once possessed, and which he will only find again in following and fulfilling his true Destiny, which was known to him when he was originally created.

Perhaps you will be able to share these views. If you can, then the living Truth may begin to shine again within you, as long as you are ready to give up all I-delusion, all self-will, and to go back to an attitude of life that corresponds to the question: "Lord, what will you have me do?". Then the True Path will lie open before you, and you will begin to recall a state of awareness in which Reality begins to appear again.

* * *

Humanity - struggling in the material world, unaware of the real purpose of its existence and reasons for its struggle - has been sorely wounded and damaged in every respect over ages of reincarnational experience. Mankind gives evidence of all kinds of defects and complexes: materially, morally and spiritually.

So, what is the Solution?

Is it to disseminate factual information regarding the global condition to every corner of the world? No. Knowledge has ever been given out throughout history, yet still humanity suffers today as our planet becomes progressively more unstable.

Is it through demonstrations, appeals to governments, peace conferences and the like? Again, no. These forms of social activity, though sincere, have also, over the millennia, proven themselves to be futile with regard to world healing and world peace.

Could it be that the Solution lies in a humanitarian focus, as demonstrated by such organisations as the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, the United Nations, etc.? Once again, no, for such ongoing philanthropic ministrations have done nothing to solve man's perpetual dilemma within the fallen world.

So, is there any hope for this world and its humanity at all? Is there a real Solution, and if so what is it?

Well, the human race has proven that it is incapable of self-rescue; mankind, by itself, could never penetrate the extant darkness of this world, and is today actually on a direct course to becoming entirely suffocated and destroyed by its self-created evil. However, redemption is at hand for the pure in heart and for the Earth, and humanity is being invited to take advantage of this cyclic opportunity and the truth of the times is being given out by advanced souls who have been incarnating in unprecedented numbers upon Earth for some decades now and continue to arrive in order to help prepare for the long-prophesied and now imminent Harvest Time. These are the 'Elect of God', the symbolical '144,000' emissaries of the Cosmic Christ spoken of in the New Testament.

Spiritual unity is the new clarion keynote being sounded throughout the world by these emissaries, for they clearly recognise that selfless collaboration and divine invocation is vitally needed in order to liberate planet Earth which is still presently permeated by a separative consciousness. They are well aware that only the divine potency of synergetic union as a collective force for Good upon Earth can dispel the accumulated darkness of ages past, overcome global fear, negativity and disease, and thus manifest the present world objective. At this very moment these servants of all are reuniting on Earth and are offering humanity an opportunity to assist them in their vital work for the world: to prepare for the reappearance of the Christ-Consciousness on Earth.

The greater the number of human beings who go the Path in perfect unity, the greater will be the power available to help the world. It therefore makes a very great difference whether only one person answers the Call, or a hundred people.

We seek to unite with others who have actually been touched by the Call of Divinity. Such an expanding group will, spontaneously and without affectation, develop and radiate a formidable holy Power by virtue of its having been touched by Grace, and due also to the corresponding spiritual activity that must follow right response to the Call. The results of this have been demonstrated historically and have, therefore, proven themselves beyond all mortal doubt, and they can and must also be reached by a critical mass amongst mankind today. Only thus may this fallen world be redeemed, and it is about to be redeemed...

The Two Universes

In the preceding chapter we discussed the delusion of this world. We revealed that in this world of rising, glimmering, fading and dying, nothing Real or True can be found, and that the seeking human being can never achieve liberation from this world of illusions by way of the means available here. In other words, nothing in this world can permanently save him from worry, sorrow, degeneration, ill health, and finally death.
We pointed out that the hereafter is only a temporary realm that does not offer eternal freedom. It is, in fact, nothing but the invisible counterpart of the material, visible world, the visible and invisible worlds together forming one whole. However, we also tried to show that, besides this world of illusions with its two aspects, there is another World. Now, it is this other World that is the real World, the original World of divine Creation, the World "that is not of this world", as Jesus expressed it. It is here that the "Kingdom of God", the "Kingdom of Heaven" is to be found.

Perhaps you are now beginning to see why all attempts to transform this illusory world into a paradise are as futile as they are delusive. Perhaps you are also coming to appreciate that any and all efforts made to improve this world will ever fall far short of that which is already Perfect and which is awaiting fallen man's return.

There are two worlds, two universes: the divine Universe and the undivine universe. The former is a Universe of absolutes and divinity, and is also sometimes called the Immovable Kingdom, meaning quiescent, still, at rest. The latter is a universe of fallenness, delusion, perpetual change, restlessness and agitation. That is why it is also called the movable world. Nothing in it is lasting; everything in it is finite and in a constant state of polarised movement, swinging endlessly between the countless pairs of opposites. This is why the undivine universe is also called the dualistic world. Both the divine Universe and the undivine, dualistic universe exist at the same moment within one and the same space, vibrating at different frequencies, here and now.

Both universes are equally perceptible, providing one possesses the appropriate faculties or sense organs. However, dualistic man, i.e., the human being existing in the dualistic universe, possesses sense organs which, though enabling him to perceive phenomena in duality, do not permit him to perceive anything of the divine Kingdom.

As a simple illustration of this, suppose we were born with eyes but without ears. A portion of the world would then be imperceptible, closed to us. Although we would be able to read about it we would still be unable to form the slightest notion of sound and tone, because we would lack the necessary faculties for perceiving them.

It is the same with regard to the divine World. We lack the necessary faculties for observing it, even though the Kingdom of Heaven is extremely close to us: "nearer than hands and feet". We may be told about it, we may read about it, we may believe that it exists, but we are unable to perceive anything whatsoever of the divine Universe by means of our gross, dualistic sense organs.

Let us explain further. Man's various vehicles - of which his physical or material body is only the visible part - are built from the same undivine matter as is the Earth, with its various spheres. Therefore, our senses are limited to the perception of phenomena in this world, and since we can see the sun, moon, planets and stars, it obviously follows that they also belong to duality. There exists, then, an entire fallen, undivine universe of which our physical planet, Earth, is a tiny part.

We will be unable to perceive the noumena of the other World, the Kingdom of God, that is built of the original divine substance, unless we obtain sense organs made from that same substance: "Unless a man is reborn of water and spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God." - John 3:5.

The original substance that constitutes the Kingdom of God is sometimes symbolised in various esoteric philosophies and scriptures as water. Mystical Christianity, for example, refers to it as the "Living Water".

So, to summarise, our dualistic world consists of two aspects: the visible aspect, our physical Earth, upon which we live, and the invisible aspect, the hereafter, also called the reflection sphere, being an ethereal reflection of the material world. Dualistic man lives alternately in one of these two halves, on this side or on yonder side of the veil. He is tied to the wheel of birth and death. He can only behold the divine World after he has developed, through the process of rebirth or transfiguration, bodily vehicles with appropriate 'sense organs' composed of the divine primordial substance of which the Kingdom of Heaven is built.

The science of the two universes is one of the foundation stones of all pure Gnosis. It is also one of the most important differences when compared to the training given by most religious institutions, sects, churches and new age groups.

* * *
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So, why is it that we live in duality and have no part in the divine Universe?

Our presence in this gross world is a consequence of infringing divine law. Long ago, man lived in the immovable, divine Universe. His descent from the divine Realm into the dualistic world is referred to in the Holy Language as The Fall. Before the Fall, man - who at the same time was still the divine Man - moved in the light of the Absolute Being; he "walked in the light", as the Holy Language expresses it. This means that he knew and lived in the divine Universe, enjoying the Life and Light of the Kingdom of God. And today, it is fallen man's one and only goal - the sole purpose of his incarnation on Earth - to return to that Kingdom.

To actually go the Path of Return we must first understand something of the process of spiritual rebirth. In order to be delivered back into the original Kingdom the aspirant is required to change his corporeality made of the substance of the fallen nature, into a corporeality of the divine Nature. He need not wait until he is 'dead' to do this. Death, according to this world does not transfer him into the eternity of the Kingdom of Heaven, even though he may have been good and noble according to earthly standards. The hereafter is but the other part of duality, the part that lies behind the veil. When man dies and departs for the reflection sphere, he leaves his physical body behind. He is then a partial corporeality, for he is still composed of undivine matter even though this matter is more subtle than that of the physical plane. But however much he takes with him of less dense corporeality, he is still one hundred per cent immersed in duality.

Now, because he lacks a material body, man can never, while dwelling in the reflection sphere, achieve the complete process of transfiguration, since this process requires the transmutation of all his vehicles, right down to the physical. This is a requirement of the Law of Karma. In order for man to regain possession of a complete set of vehicles, he must, of course, return to the visible part of duality, i.e., to the Earth.

Consequently, the hereafter is not, and cannot be, eternal. Sooner or later, a new descent into matter will have to take place, and the circular course will start anew, for the nth time. And how many more times will follow? Who is man that he should remain chained to the wheel of birth and death in this way? There is only one manifestation of man, but this manifestation has two aspects. The first is that of the original divine Man who remained true to the divine laws of life and who still dwells in the realms of the immovable or divine Universe. The second is the caricature of the divine Man; his shadow: the dualistic or fallen man.

We, as dualistic men and women, have descended from the original Man. A portion of original Mankind, at a certain moment, began to take the path of self-will. As a consequence, drawn out over ages, man fell from Grace and now lives in a sunken condition, cut off from his original state, condemned by the "paradise curse". This is why, at each birth, man finds himself back in duality, in the world of illusion and suffering. (We shall further discuss the Fall of Man later).

* * *

Everything man has achieved in this world of illusion, in the scientific, technical, cultural, artistic and religious fields, is nothing but a miserable substitute, a poor, unsuccessful imitation of what he once naturally possessed in the original Kingdom. Man's urge for progress, for culture, and his longing for happiness have sprung from his innate yet unwitting craving for that lost Kingdom. Perhaps the most lamentable part of this unfortunate predicament is that at each new success man thinks he has actually made progress, while in reality each new discovery, each new invention made in duality leads him further away from the original Kingdom, plunges him deeper into his sunken condition, and makes it all the more difficult for him to find the Path back. (Later, we will show how man is fortified and sustained in this delusion by certain powers and intelligences that are selfishly interested in the maintenance of duality).

However, when man begins to realise the truth regarding these things, when he begins to realise that he is on a downward course and is living under a delusion, then there is but one sane solution for him; then he understands that he has but one purpose in life: to return to the original Kingdom. He then becomes a seeker of Truth, for he has been touched by unrest, by dissatisfaction with all that has anything to do with dualistic existence.

There are thousands of seekers, but, on the other hand, there are billions who resign themselves to the existing state of affairs on Earth; who, used as they are to the treadmill of this world, believe that things just are that way and that nobody can change them.

Why this discrepancy? Why are not all men seekers? Or, indeed, why are not all men content? Well, there are two powers - or rather, two groups of powers - that tug at man:

1. The rulers of this world; the powers of selfishness, often called the forces of darkness.

2. The Forces of Righteousness, the Eternally Born, the Christ-Hierarchy, and they have also been designated many other names throughout history.

The former group strives to perpetuate mankind's false belief that Earth and 'heaven', i.e., the visible and invisible halves of duality, are the plan and purpose of divine Creation, which they call "evolution", "learning lessons" or "spiritual growth via necessary experience and suffering". From their hidden realms they rule the world and mankind, both here and in the hereafter. This is their vital concern, for being themselves of a dualistic nature, being themselves of a fallen, undivine consciousness, they are blindly motivated to maintain themselves in duality. They take hold of man in his very limited state of awareness (his thinking, his desires, his senses, his actions, his beliefs, his hopes, his fears), and for their own selfish purposes they manipulate his personality, his ego, his I.

Yet in the Holy Language we read again and again words to the effect that there is no recognition or acceptance by God of the personality, for the personality is but a temporary vehicle for the indwelling Spirit, which is seeking to balance karma in the fallen world. Hence, the Christ-Hierarchy does not turn to man as a personality, nor does it enter into combat with him; it only manifests an unceasing, impersonal Love-Radiation towards fallen man, waiting for him to show some reaction.

This Love-Radiation is omnipresent. Every human being is influenced by it, but it is up to each individual to react positively or negatively to that influence. Reacting negatively means separation, with all its painful consequences. Reacting positively means beginning to experience dissatisfaction for everything of the fallen world and becoming a seeker of Truth.

* * *

In the heart of most people there is a sensitive spot, sometimes called the primordial atom, the jewel in the lotus, the original atom or the divine spark. This spot is a tiny focal point of divine substance, and it can, under certain conditions, be touched by the intercosmic Radiation of the Christ-Hierarchy. Most often, such a person first becomes a seeker on the horizontal level, that is to say, on the dualistic plane. Sometimes he thinks he has found Truth, but each time his seeking ends in delusion, due to the very misleading and captivating spell cast perpetually by the powers of the fallen world.

Now, "When the ears of the student are ready to hear, then cometh the lips to fill them with wisdom." - The Hermetic Kybalion. At a certain moment, just when he is ready for it, the earnest seeker of Truth comes into contact with a Teacher, who gives him an understanding of the two universes and, more importantly, may awaken the divine spark in his heart. The Teacher then becomes a guide to him; he shows the spiritual aspirant the Way, supplying him, at the same time, with the means to go that Way. For when the Christine Radiation has touched our heart and has been permanently inscribed within our soul, it never again loses hold of us. It radiates through us by day and by night and is with us in all our activities, aspirations and thinking.

Only in the power and grace of this Christine Radiation may the process of rebirth begin to unfold. Hence the old man (dualistic man) decreases as the new Man (the divine Man) increases. All Holy Language testifies to the necessity of this process in order that liberation from the fallen world may be achieved.

Man the Microcosm and the Fundamental Reversal
When man begins to realise his doom, his entanglement in the delusion of duality, there remains only one solution for him; he sees only one aim in life: to transcend the fallen world and return to the original Kingdom. He then begins to understand that every single action he performs in duality karmically strengthens the tie that binds him. He therefore clearly comprehends that if he is to rise above the fields of darkness he will have to radically revise his whole being, his disposition, his character and his habits. Consequently, he will stop all unnecessary actions in duality. However, before he is able to cease his habitual dualistic activity he must first neutralise his desiring and self-maintenance.
The earnest and informed spiritual aspirant will discontinue his futile seeking within the fallen world; he will lose his desire for 'something' or to be 'somewhere else' (in duality). For his interests should not simply be transferred to other things, and he should judge neither for nor against anything. Man will experience a great rest if his desires can be neutralised in this way.

Neutralising does not mean repressing. The candidate for Liberation must acquire an attitude that is equally devoid of like and dislike; he must remain perfectly vigilant, looking at facts and events in an objective way. By so doing, the candidate is placed before the gates of the Fundamental Reversal.

In order to fully understand the process of fundamental reversal or fundamental change, it is necessary to know exactly who we are. "Man, know thyself" is a primary requirement upon the Path of Salvation.

Who or what, then, is man?

The Microcosm

Man may be called a microcosm, as compared with the universe, which is called a macrocosm. So, in accord with the Hermetic maxim: "as above, so below", man is a small cosmos and the universe is a large cosmos, the two having many corresponding points of similarity. Thus, like the universe, man is a sphere of life containing a 'firmament' spangled with luminous points.

The microcosmic universe that is man is surrounded by an auric envelope called the lipika. Its border contains the constellation of the microcosm, and it is here that the luminous points, the stars, or lights of the microcosm are to be found. The lipika represents the sum total of powers and karmic attributes that are the result of previous existences. The lipika lights are magnetic foci which, according to their character, define the quality of man's microcosm; that is, they define the nature of the powers, matter and energies that are attracted and incorporated into the microcosmic system and so also into the personality. As are the lights, so is the personality.

In most people, the lipika lights or magnetic points are attuned only to the dualistic field of existence; the fallen, undivine universe where everything is perpetually dying.
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The Respiration Field

Inside man's magnetic sphere is a region called the respiration field or field of manifestation, for in it man breathes, esoterically speaking, as he manifests himself. This region within the auric envelope is filled with magnetic lines of force running from the lipika lights to the material body of the temporary, mortal personality, which is you or me. The four vehicles - physical, etheric, astral and mental - which together form the personality or lower self, are relatively small compared with the microcosmic sphere as a whole.

The Subtle Bodies

As is widely understood these days by those who are more occultly aware, our material body consists not only of the physical vehicle that we can see and touch, but also of more subtle bodies. As well as the three tangible states of the material body - gaseous, liquid and solid - there are also four different grades of subtle matter that interpenetrate one another together with the material body itself. So our visible, material body is interpenetrated and surrounded by the etheric or vital body, which guides and controls the life processes of the material body. The etheric body consists of a tenuous substance, invisible to the non-clairvoyant eye, drawn from the life-field of the minor macrocosm, the Earth. The etheric body may be regarded as man's second vehicle of consciousness, being more subtle than the physical body.

Around and extending some distance beyond the etheric body, while also interpenetrating it, is the still more tenuous desire or astral body. In this body, our desires, emotions and feelings of attraction and repulsion are manifested and radiated outwards.

Surrounding the astral body, in turn, is the even more subtle mental body. Both the astral body and the mental body interpenetrate one another as well as the two lower vehicles of consciousness - the etheric and physical bodies. The mental body is concentrated mainly around the head and is involved in attracting and radiating all the energies and forces concerned with our thinking processes. It is not yet really mature in the majority of human beings on Earth today, so that in most people it is hardly possible to speak of a 'body' as such.

The Divine Spark

In the centre of the great majority of human microcosms is located the previously-mentioned sensitive spot: the divine spark or primordial atom.

The divine spark is the only pure element remaining in fallen, crystallised man. It is situated in the mathematical centre of the microcosm, and around it the various vehicles of the human personality are arranged. The location of the physical body in the centre of the microcosm is such that the divine spark is situated in the physical heart or, to be more exact, at the top of the right heart ventricle.

* * *

The entire human vehicular system is constructed from and interpenetrates the dualistic, unholy substance of the macrocosm, the fallen planet Earth. We draw our sustenance from this dualistic macrocosmic substance, feeding ourselves by eating, drinking and breathing. However, there is another method of feeding whereby nourishment is psychically drawn from tenuous dualistic substances called ethers. This natural and (to most) unconscious form of feeding is very important but has never been known to official dualistic science.

Nevertheless, it is a fact that we assimilate psychic food from the unholy ethers of the dualistic primeval substance, in order to maintain our unholy dualistic personality (our I or lower self). These ethers contain all kinds of psychic food, both salutary and harmful, both good and bad. Yet in duality there is no real, fundamental difference between good and bad. They both have one and the same origin, as is clearly symbolised in the Holy Language by "the tree of knowledge of good and evil". They both have the same root system, from which both good and evil are manifested. More on this later.

Now, do we all assimilate every kind of psychic food from the ethers? No; each individual assimilates only a certain portion of it, depending upon the nature and quality of the lights he has burning in his lipika. For every light is a focus, a point of transference for the assimilation of a certain kind of subtle substance. Hence the lights in a person's lipika determine which aspects of the primeval substance of the undivine world can be attracted and which will be repelled by means of the magnetic field.

So, all of man's activity has its origin in his auric envelope, his lipika. His entire state of being is determined, fed, activated and maintained by it. His auric being gives him all impulses for action. Almost everything that dualistic man likes to call intuition, higher guidance or inspiration, stems not from divine impulses, but from the impulses of the lipika or higher self.

Hence the higher self is not supernatural, much less divine. It is the mediator between our personality and the invisible powers expressing themselves in the fallen world, causing a division between the real, divine Man and unholy duality.

This is why the student of the Universal Doctrine - the Pure Gnosis - regards the higher self as the great seducer; as Lucifer, if you like. In animating and maintaining our I (our lower self), our higher self feeds and maintains itself in the dualistic universe. To do this is its main aim, and the more brilliant its stars, the stronger will be the foundation of its existence.

* * *

So, what is the main characteristic of dualistic man? It is that everything hinges on his I, which constantly seeks to maintain itself. Therefore, and with regard to the sole purpose of human incarnation in the fallen world, it is of no use to cultivate the personality, even to the highest degree of refinement. It is futile to diligently practise mystical and occult techniques with the desire to achieve personal enlightenment. At the very best we will obtain more subtle ethers within our microcosmic system, but the binding with these dualistic ethers, and consequently with the undivine universe, will continue and become more profound. Therefore, cultivation of the personality can never produce any results that are able to liberate man from the fallen world.

Perhaps you may see, then, that if our I-consciousness thinks: "I want to be perfect, I want to be liberated, I want to take part in the 'Ascension Plan', I want to experience Nirvana, I want to be a lightworker", and we set to work on ourselves in self-will without any fundamental change in the orientation of our consciousness, then it will not matter what exercises or self-development techniques we use; the divine spark will still not receive any true Nourishment because the I-consciousness is only capable of attracting into the microcosmic system the forces of this dualistic universe. So instead of helping the yearning for salvation, and hence the divine spark, to grow, all techniques conceived and practised by the I, for the I, will only serve to make the personality-system and its delusion stronger and more powerful. This is why so few achieve liberation from this world of illusions, no matter how long or how many lifetimes they may spend in formal spiritual practise.

The same rule applies in serving other I's. If 'I want to help humanity' and similarly go forth in self-will, identifying with the world of the personality, then since I am still proceeding in I-consciousness, I will again be attracting into my microcosm ethers from the fallen world, for energy follows thought and what is focused upon grows.

This is why any truly enlightened and therefore genuine spiritual Teacher always prescribes the process of fundamental reversal or neutralisation of the I. Only by breaking the ties that bind us to duality can we re-establish contact with the other Universe, with the original divine Kingdom.

If we wish to go the True Path of Return we must stop creating new karma by ceasing to react to the impulses that reach us via the lights of our lipika. This does not mean that we should resist or fight them, because resistance and fighting are also dualistic activities. In so doing, we would only succeed in repressing certain tendencies and habits, and this would inevitably lead to tensions or eruptions in some other part of the microcosm. Such phenomena may be observed manifesting in the lives of many misguided spiritual aspirants today. Neither does ceasing to react to our lipika's impulses mean feigning or cultivating indifference, because indifference is likewise a form of dualistic activity.

He who sees these facts clearly will understand why fundamental reversal is a necessity if humanity's Goal of Enlightenment, or Liberation, is to be attained. With right understanding the honest aspirant will come to clearly recognise and so loathe his present state of dependence and captivity, and consequently he will neutralise his desires and self-maintenance.

So how can this process of neutralisation be brought about? The true candidate for Liberation will no longer want his former way of living; he will give up all the would-be wisdom that he has gathered during many lifetimes; he will refrain from setting himself any further aims in duality and withdraw from the dramatic interplay of desiring, aversion and self-maintenance. In other words, he will become still and empty before God. "Only upon God my soul waits in silence." - Psalms 62. It is this rest to which we referred at the beginning of this lesson.

Lucifer

There are three great hindrances to finding and treading the Path that leads to the Final Liberation from this world of separation and suffering.
The first is our I-being, our ego or personality-self, and all the delusions of the material sphere; the second hindrance (which we shall be discussing in detail later) comes from the reflection sphere and the forces and entities active therein; whilst the third hindrance emanates entirely from the virtually unknown part of the human microcosm, the lipika-being. This third hindrance exercises its full influence only when the God-yearning aspirant threatens to escape the first two.

We have already become acquainted with the lipika previously as an organised field surrounding the personality, wherein all the lights and powers of the microcosmic firmament are present. This auric-being is actually a great personality, a personality of a much larger size than the earthly one that we know, that we are. The auric personality is a 'light-being', and as this personality wields all the powers of the lipika, one may rightly speak in a relative sense of a 'heavenly' being; a shining, sparkling, mighty being which has multidimensional consciousness.

Therefore, every human microcosm has two personalities: an earthly form and an auric form. However, this auric, heavenly being with its titanic form and great abilities certainly must not be confounded with the original, divine Form, which has to be born again in the microcosm and which will be able to re-enter the original Kingdom of divine Man, the immovable Kingdom. Therefore, we wish to emphasise that inasmuch as the earthly form of the microcosm has to be renewed by transfiguration, this is also the case with regard to the lipika-being.

Particularly in lower occult, mystical and new age literature, the auric personality is often indicated as the 'Higher Self', as the True Man, as the God-within, and the spiritual aspirant is incited to effect a perfect union with this higher self. Unusually sensitive persons or those with mediumistic qualities may, from time to time, consciously receive impressions from the higher self, and some powerful spiritual leaders in the world today are adept at expressing certain aspects of their lipika, perhaps by way of performing 'miracles' of healing, manifestation, psychical influences of all kinds, bi-location, demonstrating the knowledge of a spiritual genius, etc., and they may even bring the dead back to life! Such are just some of the occult powers belonging to the mighty lipika-being. This is why so many spritual teachers often speak the truth yet fail to radiate the divine Energy of Realisation, for it is the undivine higher self who is using God's words! While the higher self can know all about the Truth, it can never Know and so demonstrate the holy Life.

In the state of mystical-religious exaltation, the personality-self is often overshadowed by the higher self, yet while the ignorant man regards such overshadowing as an experience of special divine grace, in reality he encounters nothing more than his own fallen, undivine auric prototype.

As an example of this, let us take the well-known stigmatist, Therese Neumann, who was quite at home with the 'heavenly virgin' and is still very much adored as a miracle of the church. Neumann was not the victim of an illusion or trick of the reflection sphere, but effected a negative occult binding with her own auric being. This was her heavenly virgin! Indeed, experiences with Jesus apparitions etc., obtained in mystical exaltations, all have exactly the same foundation, for the higher self can masquerade itself in any form it so chooses.

When we examine our own experiences on the basis of these little-known facts, we may arrive at the conclusion that we, too, have experienced the touch of this auric being at some time or another, that we have also seen or felt something of this sort.

Perhaps we shall then ask: from where does the auric being obtain its splendour and glory? Why is it so mighty? What is its nature and aim, and is it good or wicked?

The auric being is, among other things, a firmament of sense-centres, power-centres and focal points. All these principles taken together form a unity, a compound of powers and energies in which a certain spiritual fire has been kindled. One of the expressions of this flaming unity is a fiery, shining apparition in which we recognise the gigantic image of a human form, grotesque by divine standards, yet quite magical, awesome and even magnificent to the deluded consciousness of fallen mankind.

Another expression of this fiery giant is that which arises within the lipika-firmament, i.e., the terrestrial man, the lower self, the ego or personality. Out of this flaming auric fire we, the personality, are begotten, and by this fire we are maintained. Thus the auric form finds its reflection in our terrestrial shape but, in its turn, the higher self is fed and maintained by the activities of our personality. It now becomes evident that when we look up in exalted adoration to our microcosmic firmament, to our own auric heaven, a response is given us by our personal fire-god out of whom we originate and exist. It may now become apparent that when we wish to go the Path of the Divine Mysteries with the I, with our own non-transfigured lower self, the auric fire-god becomes the dweller on the threshold and will bar the way. In fact, it is only natural that the two persons who constitute the dualistic microcosm will ever strive toward self-maintenance on a reciprocal and mutually-beneficial basis.

So, even within the extreme confines of the fallen realms of illusion, there is indeed a god within us: the lipika-being! It is our creator (namely of our unholy, mortal being), and we are its creatures. This creator can never permanently eradicate its creature, for in their co-dependence the destruction of the creature will mean the destruction of the creator. This is why the creature, in the form of a reincarnated personality, returns to Earth and into form repeatedly. Hence, when we say that we stand upon the True Path and are preparing for 'ascension', while at the same time this lipika-being is still alive with all its dualistic power, we do not speak the truth, but instead help to perpetuate the delusions of so many would-be candidates for glory in these end times.

* * *

The fire-being of the aura is none other than the Lucifer of the Mysteries, a name that clarifies and substantiates what has been revealed here, for Lucifer is the 'bringer of light' - cold light, being undivine. Yet, nonetheless, he is, as a light-being, very bright and impressive as he seeks to imitate that which is True and Holy. As a consequence of the microcosmic processes caused by the fallen condition, an undivine principle burns in our lipika. This principle is conscious, hence to personify it as a being named Lucifer is not inexpedient.

Now, as we know, the personality perishes periodically, whereupon a new personality is later born within the darkness and turmoil of the field of dualistic manifestation, the fallen world. Yet throughout this process of death and reincarnation the lipika-being remains! It absorbs all results of the ever-changing microcosmic existence, and its form and organic structures bear the marks of countless lifetimes of many different personalities. These characteristics of the fallen microcosmic heaven change constantly, for over time certain points of light or fires in the lipika are extinguished and others are enkindled, while at the same time the ancient, divine focal points of pre-luciferian times have been lying dormant for eons because they are unable to burn in the unholy fire, which is itself maintained perpetually by man in his unwise use of free will.

Fallen man, therefore, seen as a personality, is accompanied and guided by his very own Lucifer, his personal Satan, his fire-god, his higher, undivine self. However, we should understand that this god in essence is, in a very real way, actually our subordinate, our servant, our dearest friend, our heavenly bondsman, for he serves us according to our wishes; we receive what we order: "As ye sow, so shall ye reap." Everything that we have been and are today is allotted to us by our lipika-being, by this degenerated projection of our real divine Self, by this fallen god within us. So, although it has a form, the fire-being in many respects possesses 'impersonality'. It is good in so far as we are good, it is evil in so far as we are evil, and it will be dissolved in so far as we dissolve our ego-self in the process of transfiguration.

The fallen lipika-being - which was never intended to be the cause of our existence - creates and maintains our lower self. Over the ages a tremendous number of people, in their superstition and ignorance, have made a great tyrant out of this lipika-being, a fiery, diabolical monster, a nature-god who avenges our misdeeds for so many generations. Fear - immense fear - has arisen amongst humanity in this way. From fear arose fallen religiousness and lower occultism, for people have reason enough to reconcile themselves with their own so-called higher self, with this fire-god, the bearer and radiator of their karma.

We shed tears and eat humble pie before our personal god and evoke dreams in our hearts about seeking the Path of the Divine Mysteries. We then emanate a certain gentleness and mildness, and in such a condition we cultivate a certain degree of goodwill whereby, according to natural law, the 'stream of flame from above' is checked. However, such cultivated, dualistic 'goodness' only delays the inflow of the ultimate and unstoppable microcosmic disaster toward which, by law, the whole of the fallen world is headed and which culminates at the end of world cycles; and the lipika-god, in its natural acquiescence, helps us with this delay.

All selfish mysticism and undivine occultism involves methods and techniques that seek to create a certain balance between the higher and lower self, to control the impersonal higher self by the I. In delusion, one then believes that nothing untoward can happen to him anymore: 'For,' as the beguiled one says, 'then I stand at the steering wheel myself and am able to steer consciously'. But when the lower self and the higher self are united in this way, the whole fallen being, as a microcosmic unit, becomes much more powerful - in duality, and so hopelessly lost in an undivine and so unfulfilled condition, however impressive that condition may appear to the uninitiated.

All this can and does make misguided spiritual aspirants quite fearful, more frightened than ever before, and in their struggle to reattain the divine Power and Grace that they ever sense has been lost, the practise of black magic - conscious or subconscious - will not be far away.

However, if we have now come to truly understand the laws that govern our relationship to the lipika-being, then all fear will recede from us in this very moment. For the auric being - Lucifer - does not aim to kill us! The lipika's activity will cause our degeneration and eventual demise only when we provoke it ourselves by a continued self-centred life. Such is universal law as it applies to the fallen world, the universe of death.

Since the true Heavenly Lights have been darkened in our lipika-system, it is possible to restore the old glorious firmament only by a complete reversal of life. Just as a divine spark exists in our heart, there also exists a divine principle in our firmament, like a latent, sleeping sun. When, therefore, a human being goes the Way as shown throughout history by the various schools of the Transfiguristic Mysteries, then the higher self is not invoked, the existing lipika-firmament is not appealed to; neither does the aspirant take interest in the dualistic sciences anymore, for their influence is recognised to pertain only to fallen mankind and the undivine world of illusions. Instead, the aspirant bores himself through both the dualistic hell and 'heaven', burning in unholiness, and lifts up his eyes to Christ, to Divinity, from whence comes his salvation.

And help may now be received from the Christ-Hierarchy due to the fact that at least one of the previously-extinguished dualistic lipika-lights has been ignited to a new glory; the divine spark can then be touched within the heart, whereupon the transfiguristic process begins to take place. The divine-spark radiation reaches the blood via the thymus gland, and via this Jordan of life it reaches the core of the luciferian principle in the lower self, the nucleus of consciousness within the head sanctuary. When these two principles are able to accept one another, Jesus - the new Man - is baptised in the Jordan; John, the purified ego recedes and Jesus begins his three years' walk. What does this walk symbolise? A progressive touch of a corrupted, fallen microcosm by Christ, the divine Spirit as it manifests on Earth.

In the symbology of the New Testament, Jesus is represented as going into the wilderness, the desert. Is not our Earthly self a deserted wilderness, where all that the soul finds is aridity and tedium? Yet that whole desert has to be struggled through by the Jesus-man for 'forty days and forty nights'. This is an accurate allegorical picture of the absolute requirement of this struggle, of the cup of karma that has to be emptied unto the last drop.

So, what will happen now? The power of Christ touches our lower self and consequently the mutual dualistic action between the personality and the lipika-fire is immediately disturbed; the equilibrium between the fire-god and the dualistic man is upset. Now, when this dualistic man is impelled to his death - that is, death of the ego-self - it will inevitably likewise result in the death of the lipika-being, the end of Lucifer, of the fire-god within us. Therefore, what happens at the beginning of the path leading from the desert to the true Life is that the lipika-being in its impressive grandiosity, with all its karmic tensions, with its eons-developed might and knowledge, attacks the candidate for the Final Liberation. And now hear what ensues.

The following quotations are paraphrased from the Gospels of the New Testament:

"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. And after he had fasted forty days and forty nights he hungered for the end. And Satan came and said to him: 'If you want to be a new man, command these stones to become loaves of bread. By virtue of the new power which you are now sharing, you are able to manipulate, to transform this nature and make bread out of these stones!'"

The higher self of this undivine nature strives to keep the candidate back from his departure from the fallen world by tempting him to make the luciferian nature acceptable. But Jesus answered, "Man shall not live out of this nature, but out of the power and the essence of the Word, out of the Absolute."

Jesus resolutely rejects the lipika-being, which is doing nothing more than completing its natural, karmic duty.

"Then Satan took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him: 'Now prove that you are a new man, throw yourself down in proof that you have overcome the force of gravity, let God's angels raise you up, prove your membership of the Fellowship of Christ.'"

But the proof of what is original and divine cannot and may not be given in the fallen world, for the divine and undivine fields of life are mutually exclusive. Were the candidate to demonstrate his power, it would have no valuable influence upon dualistic nature. Satan would repudiate his state of being, and the candidate, in attempting to convince, would demonstrate that as yet he does not rest in faith upon his new power, which has been bestowed on him once again. Thus he would be testing the Power of Christ: a merely dualistic check according to the principle of 'safety first'. As an answer to this seducing attempt of Satan, the lipika-being, the candidate therefore says: "You shall not tempt the Lord your God."

"Again, Satan took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms and the glory of the dualistic nature and said to him: "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.'"

The lipika-being, now knowing its complete existence to be absolutely uncertain, presents itself to the aspirant in all its splendour and power and offers him the highest attainable in the fallen world. And now the candidate gives testimony of his firm resolution, his perfect resignation even from the most sublime delusions and says: "Get behind me, Satan - I shall serve only the true God!"

In summary, then, at the entrance to the True Path, the lipika-being directs an appeal to three aspects of the candidate's ego: firstly to his old I-centrality, secondly to his old morality, and thirdly to his old ideality.

If the aspirant's spiritual resolve and faith are uncompromising and true, then the new Radiation of Christ in his blood will be strong enough and Satan will recede from him, i.e., all the lights of the luciferian lipika will be extinguished, the form of the old higher self dissolves and the ancient, long-dimmed lights of the primordial divine Man are rekindled in the dawn of the New Day, and like angels they comfort and care for the emerging new divine Microcosm.

Therefore it is written: "Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and ministered to him."

Reincarnation
We would like to begin this lesson with a very brief overview of man's material body. Anatomically, it is, as you know, composed of a skeleton, muscles, blood, nerves and various organs. For us, however, it is also useful to know that all these constituents, apart from their material function, have a very important spiritual task. In the case of the human brain, this task is, as we know, to provide an organ for the thinking faculty; as to the heart, we know it is the organ of feeling. The skeleton also has a spiritual role; the Latin name for the breast-bone, for example, is sternum, and a sternum is a radiator.
The hormones, which are secreted by the endocrine glands (e.g., the thymus gland behind the breast-bone and the pituitary gland in the head), exert a great influence upon our spiritual activities. An even more remarkable influence, however, is exerted by the blood. This is indicated by numerous expressions, such as: "the cry of the blood"; "it runs in his blood"; "blood is thicker than water". Moreover, in the Holy Language we read, for example: "The blood, which is the soul, thou shalt not eat." - Genesis 9:4.

In esoteric language, the words 'blood' and 'soul' are used interchangeably. However, the word 'blood' is given a wider meaning than it has in everyday life, and should be understood in a threefold way:

1. The blood proper, consisting of the blood-liquid (the material aspect) and the blood-fluid (the spiritual aspect);

2. The nerve-fluid flowing along the nerve-fibres;

3. The serpent-fire or spiritual aspect of the cerebro-spinal nervous system, the seat of the soul/consciousness-fire.

The nature of the blood, and therefore the blood-consciousness, can be explained from:

1. One's past (including previous incarnations).

2. One's heredity from parents and from a whole series of ancestors both on the paternal and maternal sides; hence, another cause rooted in the past.

3. The Quality or Evolutionary level of the divine spark.

A positive influence derived from these three causes is described in esoteric language as the spiritual urge of remembrance, and the person likely to be affected by it is called a man of remembrance. The spiritual urge of remembrance prompts the spiritual aspirant to study esoteric sciences; it makes him a seeker of Truth, perhaps on the horizontal level at first, but purified and driven on by disappointment and dissatisfaction, he is eventually brought into contact with an Earthly outpost of the Christ-Hierarchy, and always at exactly the right moment, in accordance with the law: when the student is ready, the teacher will appear.

One should not think that remembrance applies to becoming aware of facts from previous existences. Remembrance expresses itself as a desire for Knowledge, for finding out what is Real, what is True. Most often this desire can be explained from the past, from the experiences gained by the microcosm in previous existences.

Here we touch upon the notion of reincarnation. However, it is important to avoid forming an incorrect idea about this, for when a human being dies the material body is left behind, while the etheric, astral and mental vehicles also decay and subsequently vanish within a certain period of time. What, then, is left? A shell, the auric being, the completely emptied microcosm; emptied, that is, of everything save its memory, its karma.

Now, what happens at the time of a new incarnation? It is not you, Mr Smith or Mrs Jones, who are coming back, for there is no reincarnation of the lower self, of a personality that has already lived. Hence, we ourselves do not return to material life. When the body dies, the remainder of the personality stays for some time in the reflection sphere of the Earth and later evaporates entirely. What remains is a spherical shell, a vacant microcosm. When the field of manifestation within this sphere has become empty of the last remnants of the personality, the microcosm has to adopt another newborn personality. So one can hardly say that there is a personal survival in the hereafter.

So, an emptied microcosm in the reflection sphere is an incomplete and damaged (because still fallen) system. It no longer possesses physical, etheric, astral or mental vehicles; its personality has disappeared, but it does retain seeds of unresolved karma. This is quite sufficient to explain the necessity of a return to the Earthly realm. The microcosm must repair its damaged vehicular system; it must regain possession of personality vehicles in order to work out and balance its karma on the same planes where that karma was incurred.

'But', we may ask, 'is it not possible for the microcosm, the higher self, to live very happily and in contented self-sufficiency in the reflection sphere, in the summerland as it has been named by various mediums and spiritualists?' This is quite possible, but do not forget that the reflection sphere also belongs to the fallen world, the nature of which is degeneration and death. The whole dualistic universe (the material and reflection spheres combined) was permitted to come into being under the Law of Free Will but it was simultaneously and necessarily quarantined by divine fiat. The divine mercy of the Cosmic Christ-Hierarchy has since been lovingly administering to the fallen universe in order to save wayward lives from crystallising and sinking too far and, therefore, from complete ruin and destruction. The dualistic kingdom was, therefore, established as a separate sphere in order to leave the opportunity open for a return to the "Father's House", so that fallen mankind might restore completely the entire human vehicular system back into its original divine condition, and this is the immediate goal for dualistic man today, as indeed it ever has been since the Fall.

This restoration can only be achieved by means of the process of transfiguration. It therefore follows that transfiguration has to begin in the material or Earthly sphere, for only in the physical world is the dualistic microcosm in possession of its complete vehicular system, fallen and degenerated though it may be.

Let us suppose that the moment has come for the reincarnation of an emptied microcosm. It descends from the reflection sphere towards the Earthly regions of the macrocosm, a vacant house looking for a new inhabitant. This it does according to certain rules, in a particular environment, with a specific pair of parents. The baby growing within its mother's womb thus becomes the new inhabitant of the vacant house, the emptied microcosm.

These esoteric facts have been entirely misconstrued by the majority of thinking people - past and present - in this world of illusions, for the intellect struggles to fathom a Reality that is necessarily beyond it. The intellectual faculty vibrates in the undivine world; it is a fallen - not divine - faculty, and so it is not difficult to understand how so many false doctrines come into existence via the extremely limited mind of man. The Truth, then, has been so repeatedly distorted that in most minds today the Doctrine of Reincarnation has been reduced to the false notion of an individual divine soul, with unique affairs all its own, that repeatedly incarnates in matter as it grows, as it evolves.

However, there can be no true Evolution in the fallen universe, only development of the illusion pending microcosmic transfiguration. True Evolution occurs only in the divine Universe, and this is what God loves to do best!

There is also no such thing as an individual divine soul, separate from other souls; no more than the animating and informing consciousness of a field of daisies is the personal possession of just one flower. Just as the dualistic 'I' is an illusion, so also is the idea of a personal soul or divine 'me'.

So who or what is it that reincarnates into the fallen world? The microcosmic karma! And who or what is the driving intelligence behind reincarnation? Christ - the lowest vibratory 'division' of the One Spirit - God or Divinity - as It is set aside on behalf of the struggling lives existing in the fallen world in order to help redeem them. This ages-long compassionate service rendered by the Christ-Hierarchy operates under the Divine Plan of Salvation, in contrast to the Divine Plan of Evolution which is an entirely different matter!

The Intelligence of Christ ever watches us through (and as) every divine spark, awaiting the opportunity for Its Light to be received into the fallen microcosm by the consenting personality and so to begin the process of transfiguration.

Since every divine spark is made of the same original substance as that of the divine Kingdom, there is only One Being Who is truly present in all the multifarious lives appearing in duality. This is the vital Truth that all enlightened Teachers have attempted to bring to the attention of fallen humanity. Yet as long as free will is used to think, desire and act in terms of 'I', 'me', 'mine', 'you' and 'yours', then this world of illusions and separation, together with all its inherent misery and suffering, will be perpetuated.

* * *

Now let us return to the question: Who is man? Who is dualistic man?

Dualistic man is the nth in a series of personalities succeeding one another in the microcosm. His whole being is the reflected image of the microcosm that envelops him. He benefits by, or suffers under, the results of all the activities of the predecessors in his microcosm and, in his present existence, he prepares the favourable or unfavourable conditions under which his successor in the microcosm will live. In this way, the microcosm is continually being changed.

Our present microcosm bears the marks of all the personalities that have existed in it before us and, by the same token, we are now in the process of altering its character, in the measure to which we react upon the impulses that reach us from the lights of our lipika.

Our positive or negative reactions will strengthen or weaken the spherical firmament that transmits impulses within our respiration field to our personality. Every day, therefore, modifications are being made to our lipika lights, so that at the end of our life the microcosm will show a different colour, quality and character from those that existed at the time we were born.

Then we die, and our microcosm, with the results of all our efforts, begins another journey through the reflection sphere, until the time comes for another incarnation. Our successor, the nth personality, takes his place in the microcosm as another inhabitant.

How long does this go on? For ages, without interruption, the microcosm remains tied by karmic law to the wheel of birth and death, tied to the dualistic universe, until we, the seeker, finally begin to react upon the impulses of the original divine Kingdom, ignoring the impulses of the dualistic magnetic field entirely; until we apply the process of negation, neutralisation, or fundamental reversal, and so go the True Path of Transfiguration.

The Aeons
We have now been placed before our false, dualistic self. We have seen that as a dualistic microcosm all our activities as individuals, as personalities, all our thinking, feeling, desiring, and acting, result from impulses that reach us not from our true, divine Self, but via the lights of our fallen lipika.
The auric being, with its foci, may be compared to a sieve, or a filter. It lets impulses from the environment enter, or it rejects them; it picks them up or it prevents them from passing through its consciousness, according to the nature of the impulses in relation to the state of being of the microcosm.

In this way, the microcosm maintains itself in duality, and for the fallen personality, the dualistic self, it means remaining tied to the wheel of birth and death. Consequently, no activity in duality can ever be liberating.

Man thinks those things that his higher self wills he should think; he feels those things which his higher self wills that he should feel, and he desires those things that his higher self wills that he should desire. Man, then, believes that he lives ("I think, therefore I am"), but in actuality he is lived. It is not very flattering for man to experience that he is never his own Self, but is always the subdued slave of his lipika and other miscellaneous powers from his surrounding environment.

What are these other powers, and where do they come from?

Every microcosm constitutes an individual magnetic radiation field that can both attract and repel. The sum total of the magnetic radiation fields of all the microcosms that together constitute mankind, interpenetrate and form a radiation cloud around the Earth. This cloud is therefore replete with the results of all human thinking, feeling and desiring. Thus there is clearly an interaction between microcosms and the atmosphere; the microcosms are fed from a subtle substance which they themselves have saturated with psychic food in the form of mental, astral and etheric matter.

Now, there must have been a time when the Earth's atmosphere was empty and did not contain such dualistic powers. This was indeed the case. In the beginning phase of man's microcosmic descent, or Fall from Grace, into duality (the Garden of Eden days), the atmosphere was still virginal, void of these forces. However, with the passage of time they came into manifestation and are forever being strengthened by humanity's incessant dualistic activity. Duality, therefore, becomes ever more dualistic; the darkness of ignorance - which rules this world - becomes progressively more gross and imprisoning. These forces impel man with ever-increasing violence, and in this way he becomes more and more tied to the wheel of birth, suffering and death. Every day, every hour, it becomes more difficult for man to shake off these ties and free himself from the wheel. This is one of the reasons that we are more insistent in sounding our urgent Call in the world today, for we are approaching the cusp of a world cycle when everything in duality necessarily intensifies pending global purgation. This will be discussed more fully in a later lesson.

* * *

When a person reacts upon an impulse, the result of such a reaction - be it a thought, a wish, a fear, an expression of jealousy or ire, etc. - lingers in the atmosphere and possesses a potency and longevity that is directly proportional to the measure or intensity of the reaction. If this reaction is repeated, the force radiated by it is strengthened, ad infinitum.

But what happens when many hundreds, sometimes even many thousands of people, begin to harbour continuously the same thoughts of fear, hatred, etc.? Just think of the selfish prayers repeated endlessly in the churches; the wild enthusiasm of the crowds at football games; the mass outbursts of passion during blood-stirring political demonstrations or evangelistic speeches; the daily repeated negative suggestions in the media that are supposedly formulated in order to enlighten the masses and the millions of people who are all tuned in to the same violent TV programs simultaneously!

Like attracts like, and the corresponding vibrations thus launched into the atmosphere coalesce to form one great cloud of inimical force. Over centuries such a cloud can and does become so fortified that it acquires consciousness and becomes an intelligent, self-directing being, a huge, living, feeding elemental being.

This fact is explained in the Holy Language of all times. We call these forces aeons, and they group themselves into different aspects. If, for example, a person wishes for financial wealth and radiates this desire into the atmosphere by means of his auric field, then this radiation will unite with the corresponding radiations of all other people in the world who want to be wealthy. In this way, an increasingly powerful aeon of wealth develops in the atmosphere, and will then influence all humanity continually. There are many kinds of aeons. . .

So, maintaining ourselves in duality entails our helping to maintain duality itself. We feed and maintain aeons, and from these aeons, we feed and maintain our dualistic selves. Thus, we are in truth our neighbours' debtors.

Certain parts of the Lord's Prayer will now acquire a very special significance: "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive our debtors", and "Deliver us from evil".

Deliver us from evil: in other words, save us from the nefarious influence of the aeons and also, most importantly, from our own microcosmic adversary - Lucifer!

* * *

Perhaps we may now recognise that dualistic man, though so highly praised and exalted, is really nothing more than a natural, biological phenomenon. Furthermore, it is clear that self-maintenance produces karma, and that this karma, in turn, keeps the microcosmic system tied to the wheel of birth and death. It should now be quite clear that every activity on our part, every form of interest in whatever domain - be it religion, science, art, entertainment, profession, sport, etc. - will strengthen the dualistic lights in our lipika, tighten our bindings with the undivine universe, benefit our luciferic higher selves and aggravate our karma.

Is there no relief from this situation? There is, but not within the limits of the world of time and space; not on the horizontal level; not in duality, in spite of all belief, humanism, goodness and love, however well-intentioned.

There is but one way, one Path, one means of salvation, and it teaches: to cease harbouring, from within, any interest for any matter in duality. In order to attain the goal of the fundamental reversal - transfiguration - one must go the True Path of self-abnegation and unconditional surrender to divine Law. This last requirement of selfless surrender will naturally compel the earnest pilgrim to reach out in loving service to the fallen soul of humanity and to the world as he goes the Path of Return.

In the illustration below, an aeon is represented by the thick brown/black cloud.
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The Fallen Universe of Death

Until we have discovered the naked reality of the nature of the fallen world, we shall not be in a position to make an informed choice to go the Path of Salvation. This is what is meant by the advice: "Man, know thyself", which is to be seen over the arch of the temple in Delphi, Greece. Knowledge of man's fallen condition is the door that leads to the Mysteries of divine Man. 2,500 years ago the Avatar, Gautama Buddha, reminded us of the common-sense fact that before we may move forth from where we are we must first fully comprehend our present situation. Let us, therefore, analyse further the nature of fallen man and his world.
The processes of life are production processes. The etheric food, in the condition in which we receive it on Earth today, causes various substances and energies to be produced in our microcosm.

There are numerous life/production processes that pertain to fallen man, but for the sake of simplicity let us take the breathing process as an example. The substance that we inhale is quite different from that which we exhale. Among other things, we breathe out carbon dioxide, and this gas, being a carbonic oxide, is a product of combustion.

Now, we know that the atmosphere contains carbon dioxide because it is produced during the respiratory process of men and animals, and also during the combustion or decay of organic substances. Without natural counteractive measures, therefore, our atmosphere would undoubtedly become more and more saturated with carbon dioxide, and this would prove fatal to organic life because every biological combustion process would become impossible in the presence of such a surplus of this gas in the atmosphere, and we would all be literally suffocated.

In such an emergency the vegetable kingdom comes to our aid. For example, the leaves of plants absorb carbon dioxide and return oxygen. Thus the vegetable kingdom prevents our suffocating from a product that is made by our very own microcosmic system. 

Scientists have ascertained to what extent the atmosphere can be saturated with carbon dioxide without causing the death of a human being. It is said that the average man can manage a maximum of 5% of carbon dioxide in the air he breathes. However, note that this toxic substance is always present in the atmosphere, albeit in a much lower concentration.

Now, think of our house, our living room and of our little garden. We spend a very large part of our life in our house, we breathe there and thus we produce carbon dioxide, while all the plants in our house, our room and in our garden simultaneously breathe in our carbon dioxide.

For us as well as for our plants this is a symbiotic blessing, because if there was no carbon dioxide there would be no plants, and without the plants we would suffocate! Thus the vegetable kingdom and its care is a vital necessity for mortal man. The more human beings and animals who breathe, and the larger the decay and wasting, the more carbon dioxide is produced; the more carbon dioxide, the more plants, and the more plants, the greater is the life-insurance for ourselves.

Due to the essential nature of the fallen universe (which is one of entropy or perpetual dying), the oxygen that is returned to us by the vegetable kingdom is not a full, pure quality oxygen, but a tainted dilution of it. Esoterically speaking, it is somewhat dark and very much slower in its vibration than its unadulterated counterpart. This inferior plant-oxygen now mixes again with the other oxygen in the atmosphere, whereupon we breathe it once more and produce new carbon dioxide. . .

Perhaps we may now begin to see this life-chain before us and realise that we live at the mercy of the vegetable kingdom! Perhaps we shall discover as well that, properly considered, all this is a degenerative as well as precarious process. But this is not all, for as has been intimated, there are other substances that are also being converted in and by our microcosms as an integral part of its natural life/production processes. Exactly as the carbon dioxide is deadly for us, so are the other by-products to an equal or even greater extent.

The by-product of carbon dioxide makes the vegetable kingdom necessary to our survival, but other by-products such as nitrogen, hydrogen, etc. make necessary, beside the vegetable kingdom, the kingdom of insects and microbes, of animals and of the elementals; once again for our sake! For these kingdoms assimilate all the by-products from which we would at once perish. They live, they exist literally upon our toxic radiations and return to us again the decomposed yet essential-to-fallen-life product of these deadly toxins.

Is it surprising, then, that these kingdoms - living and existing out of the deadly vapours of our self-maintaining existence, severed from the divine Kingdom - persecute, consume, devour, mutilate and defile each other? Is it really possible to see any true Beauty in them? How can we expect anything divine from them? Let us see this unholy but lawful horror clearly before us.

It should now have become quite clear that humanity lives in a fallen state, that we still perpetually co-operate with man's fall merely by our present degenerated human condition. We may now also recognise that mankind is plunging down, with increasing velocity, into an abysmal tragedy, withdrawn from any true Reason. Scientifically it can be precisely proven that at every second we are participating in and contributing toward a world catastrophe; that while primordial man once received the 'Breath of Life' from the divine Universe, in this order of existence we continually emanate the breath of death. Even a child can understand that the natural kingdoms, necessary to protect us from our own breath of death, must ultimately fail in this task.

Today, man is taking more and more synthetic foods, ever larger areas are cleared of forests and cultivated, microbe-dangers and insect-poisons are increasingly combatted, diseases are suppressed, carcasses buried, burned or eaten, animals are replaced by machines that produce even more toxic by-products, and on and on it goes - the chain of interconnected suicide. Man therefore combats dangers, but unleashes others. It is a vain endeavour. The death-spreading forces brought about by humanity's microcosms - which cannot be completely absorbed any more by the protecting but also degenerating kingdoms of nature - become more and more numerous and extensive. Viruses and micro-organisms are emerging and evolving faster and faster. Humankind - the physical bodies of whom are called the dominant life-form on planet Earth - is fighting a losing battle with its own creations. 

There is a very real war intensifying in the microscopic world today, and terms like 'bio-weapon' and 'hidden killer' are used by researchers and analysts. That which mankind once thought of as natural illnesses are actually due to antagonism existing among organisms. 'Miracle drugs' are losing ground to new and stronger infections. Deaths in the USA from infectious diseases rose 58 percent between 1980 and 1992. 60,000 people a year die in American hospitals from infections that they did not have when they entered, and each year the number grows as patients lose their battles against drug resistant super-germs that did not even exist a generation ago. An invisible enemy is invading the world; Malaria, Tuberculosis, Yellow Fever and AIDS are attacking with a vengeance.

The breath of death is continually gaining more ground, and the consequence of all this can be nothing else than a global eruption, indicated in the Christian scriptures as Armageddon or Apocalypse, and by the Islamic Koran as Kiyamat or Judgement Day.

All of the diseases that scourge mankind are caused by one of the sub-human kingdoms of nature, by kingdoms required to transmute various by-products of our microcosms that are dangerous to us. For example, think of a mosquito, which injects a stinging trace of poison, causing various diseases. This insect, like so many others, lives off certain etheric products of our microcosmic activity. It then visits us in blind reaction, for it is an immutable law of dualistic existence that every creature of self-maintenance turns ultimately to its creator and sustainer. What is the consequence? The mosquitoes are being exterminated by humanity, and this is understandable. Other insects which take over their task will also be attacked. Microbes and different sorts of viruses, which persecute our bodies are, for the same reason, being constantly combatted. We do all this and must do all this because we cannot do otherwise! But when we succeed in exterminating these disease germs, we thereby completely fall victims to the super-poison produced by ourselves, from which, thanks to the biological functions of the sub-human kingdoms, we have suffered up to now but a retarded and therefore very much stepped-down reaction. Can you imagine a more extreme tragedy than this? To combat diseases, to chase after health and prosperity only to inhale thereby our own deadly vapours in full draughts!

Now, he who sees all this clearly and realises it; he who, from within, possesses this knowledge of nature regarding the human and world condition: he has self-knowledge. He does not allow his text books to speak for him anymore and he stops his furious attempts to keep his head above water in the speculative, academic, dualistic sea. There is in him but one uncompromising resolution, only one great yearning: the wise resolution to terminate his unholy status and the longing of the heart after salvation by the Breath of Life.

* * *

We have seen, then, that the fallen microcosm of dualistic man produces various quite deadly radiations and substances, the same of which would ruin him existentially and make his life fully impossible if it were not for the existence and activity of the sub-human kingdoms that draw their life-substance from such radiations and, therefore, partially absorb the toxic by-products of mankind. The fact that dualistic man exists, also necessitates the existence of various sub-human, natural kingdoms. These kingdoms owe their origin, their appearance, to mankind's deadly miasmas, to our own appearance-reality, where from it is evident how much they are wholly one with us, and are proofs of the causes of our unavoidable dualistic fate: death. Therefore, although intended as our life-preservers, at the same time the sub-human kingdoms are our menace, our enemies, and in accordance with their own original cause of existence, they are also in conflict with themselves. The whole of the undivine universe is in a state of perpetual and growing tension and decay, and this is why Lord Buddha said: "All life [in the fallen universe] is suffering".

Dualistic mankind, as a race, produces a huge, multiform, unholy and harmful radiation cloud. Although man's noxious vapours are temporarily and partially suppressed by the presence of the respective sub-human kingdoms, they are destined, in time, to overwhelm and suffocate him in different ways due to the Law of Cause and Effect.

Thus the genuine seeker of the Path of Liberation perceives in what a horrifying world he lives, and how, solely due to the functions of his fallen state, he is an accessory to the general world tragedy. He is convinced of existing and participating, with his whole microcosm, in an undivine world. Therefore his heart thirsts for salvation from the universe of death, he seeks for nothing less than the Truth, the absolute divine Reality, to which he knows himself to be called by Christ. Thus the seeker of Truth, the seeker of Knowledge, becomes more and more conscious of his wretched dualistic predicament.

He who does not as yet possess this self- and world-perceiving awareness will naturally continue his efforts to obtain fulfilment of his desires on the horizontal, dualistic level. He will continue his striving after Earthly pleasures and mundane 'good', and he will chase after what have been called 'the best gifts of the Earth'. He will exult at alleged possessions and know pain when they vanish like a mirage. This hopeless pursuit and inevitable disappointment will come and go many times and will keep man very busy in ignorance for many lifetimes... until, due to the perpetual experience of physical, emotional and mental pain and anguish, the true reality of this world finally dawns upon him.

It is at this stage that the seeker and toiler no longer merely cites but rather experiences the truth of the preacher's words: "All is vanity and vexation of spirit". Everything here in the fallen kingdom is of death, a deception, a phantom, a perfect delusion of which the vast majority of human beings remain entirely unaware. Moreover, all this brings an immeasurable pain and is an awful calamity in the eyes of God. 'Therefore,' the seeker of Life says, 'I shall stop all my striving on the horizontal level, according to thinking, feeling, willing and acting, and turn my eyes to the hills of True Life, from whence comes my salvation'.

As long as we still seek for life-realisation in this world, as long as we continue to chase after our civil, social, political, scientific, humanistic, religious or artistic aspirations in this fallen sphere of existence, then we do not as yet share the aforementioned standpoint. We cannot be forced into this standpoint, nor can we lift ourselves up by an uninformed personality decision. Historically, mankind has been afforded repeated opportunity to grow towards a realisation of the Truth, to mature towards it through lifetimes of painful experience. However, today that experience is about to be put to the test, for the whole of the human race on Earth is now faced with the imminent and long-prophesied Judgement Day. 

So, in order to be in a position to make the right decision, we have to possess the Knowledge, through experience, that our microcosm produces and spreads death in all its activities, that this death is perpetuated by what we call 'natural kingdoms' of life on Earth, but that these kingdoms have nothing in common with true or divine Nature at all; they have nothing to do with real Life, and proceed, as is their nature, to radiate deadly products again and again in numerous and diverse forms. In this way our malignant emanations spew out and unleash disaster like a chain-reaction, and therefore our existence, in the truest sense, is a producer of grief, pain and death, just as the Buddha assured us two and a half millennia ago.

When we possess this Knowledge, this vital insight, we no longer wish to take part in the Earthly maelstrom of torment, because firstly we have tasted the dualistic reality unto the dregs, and secondly we shall then strive to become no more a victim of any delusion whatsoever. These are two pillars upon which candidature for salvation from this fallen world has to be based, because they enable us to turn ourselves completely towards the One Goal of Liberation. Only then can we verily seek for and knock upon the Door of the Divine Mysteries. Unto such a one is said: "Seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you". Only then can we utter the true cry after Deliverance: the cry that is ever heeded and never ignored by Those Who watch and wait.

The Delusion of Duality

Our prayers for help are usually the consequence of incidental troubles that are caused by our concessions to delusion and lack of true Knowledge of the undivine nature of this world. However, due to our ignorance, when one trouble has just left us, we are often diligently at work unconsciously creating causes for the next! Yet the prayer for help that is always responded to by the Christ-Hierarchy is the consequence of a state of the soul in which, according to the following paraphrased words of the Buddha, one clearly has the realisation that: "If this Earth were all that the poets dreamed of, if all disaster were swept away, every pain brought to an end, every joy made more profound, every beauty made more sublime, even if everything here were raised to the summit of perfection, the soul would still be weary of it all, and, freed from all lesser desires, it would turn away therefrom. This dualistic Earth has then become a prison for the soul, and however nicely it may be adorned, the soul longs for the free and unlimited atmosphere beyond the surrounding walls. And the so-called heavenly world of the reflection sphere has for it as little attraction as the material sphere, the soul becomes tired of this also. These celestial joys have entirely lost their power of attraction. One's mental and emotional enjoyments do not give even the slightest satisfaction any more. Indeed they also come and go, transitory as they are, just as do the perception of the senses; they are limited, passing, unsatisfactory. The soul is weary of all these changes, and it is out of this world-weariness that it cries loudly for Liberation."
Many seekers, at some time or other, will have known something of this state of being, of this perception of the transience and worthlessness of everything in the fallen kingdom, but in most cases it was nothing more than a flash of higher consciousness, after which the outer things established their complete rule again and the glamour of delusion with its infatuating pleasures once more lulled the soul into a condition of apathy.

Delusion often presents itself to us as joy, goodness, beauty and even glory. The delusion of this world also shows us many perspectives which, to a certain extent, are good and right. These perspectives are suggested to us by forces that do their utmost to make out of this world an order acceptable to God and in harmony with divine Creation. These suggestions may be called noble and respectable, too, in a certain sense. Thus, many lifetimes may pass filled with such noble deeds. Our days can be spent in making numerous quite unselfish efforts; we may even become overloaded with humane occupations. We want to improve mankind and make it healthy, we chase after a whole number of practical ideals and rejoice at every milestone within the great illusion.

However, the stamp of all this unselfish endeavour, of all these efforts, of all this struggle, becomes visible in the whole of our personality. Our eyes speak about the remoteness at which we gaze, about everything we assume to be a certainty in the future - assume to be a certainty. . ., but that is also a delusion, for the future does not exist. Delusion is a disease of the mind, an aberration of the senses.

If only we pay attention we may see this madness glowing like fire behind the pupils of the eyes of others. Such a fire of delusion burns vehemently everywhere in this world. Dualistic art, science and religion demonstrate it; it burns in lower psychism, occultism and humanism. This pool of fire, this burning flame is not kindled by conscious, purposeful wickedness, but these red flaming tongues ascend to heaven as a continuous potent endeavour to make this fallen world acceptable, even perfect!, and to make all divine powers work for this lesser plan: the plan of Lucifer, of ignorance.

In the fallen world, and predominantly in the reflection sphere, the largest occult brotherhood of all times is working at the completion of this plan, although without even the slightest success. It has tried all ways in order to attain its goal, and although its intention was originally noble and unselfish from a certain standpoint, it started in the remote past to apply force in order to realise its aims at any cost. But force demands power and the assertion of power requires means of power.

Do you perceive the tragedy of this brotherhood in the reflection sphere, the absolute consequence of their madness? It has plunged itself into an immeasurably deep abyss. In order to eliminate all that opposed it, it instituted its own law, established courts of justice and passed sentences. In order to execute a sentence the respective means for it are necessary, and so the means were provided.

Thus prisons came into being in the reflection sphere; torture chambers, murder and killing, the mundane correspondences of which are not by far the more miserable. Which brings us to the present time when there is an almost all-inclusive imprisonment of the whole of mankind on Earth. We are not only prisoners of this world due to our fallen state, but also as a result of the surreptitious magic of the occult brotherhood alluded to. In every quarter of our cities, in every village and settlement, in nearly all of the world there exist unholy, ethereal temples in which the magic of permanent occult imprisonment is exercised, so that uncountable billions of men and women lie bound as to mind, heart and soul and are thus handicapped to a great extent in their freedom of expression and movement.

By very ancient methods, originating in old Atlantis, pernicious ether-preparations are being emanated into the atmosphere of Earth every single second. Numerous black magic sub-currents are therefore an inevitable accompanying symptom of the primarily noble goal, born out of the fundamental delusion of duality. Just as the said brotherhood has the material sphere firmly in its grip, so is its power firmly founded upon the hidden side of life in the reflection sphere also. There, too, it rules, together with its companions, by means of dualistic, magic power.

Following this revelation you can perhaps imagine what happens when a vulnerable (i.e., ignorant) person is personally targeted by these occult brotherhoods. Such a person is struck by a radiation, personally directed and opposed to his or her divine spark, here as well as in the reflection sphere. What this means for someone who does not know anything about the liberating Life is that when such a person dies, he or she is immediately haunted in the hereafter by a disquieting, nefarious force, so that they are usually urged quite rapidly to an incarnation which is completely determined for them by external, unholy powers.

We confront the reader with this reality that leaves no one of us unmolested, in order to show where 'noble delusion' invariably leads, and today is leading the masses ever more expeditiously due to a process known as The Quickening, that always precipitates at the close of major world cycles within the fallen spheres of death.

At first one is Judas, the noble man, the great idealist, the man who wants to be a fisher and saviour of mankind. Then Judas becomes a called disciple and as such he takes over the administration of goods of exceptional value. And, when the Path of Christ deflects from the fallen world and the voice of Truth sounds: "My kingship is not of this world!", then Judas - if he has no true Knowledge of duality and does not see through the delusion and consequently neither can nor wants to go the Path of Return - will first become a strategist and look for a compromise, and later turn to treason and murder.

Yet this wickedness, born out of the goodness of this world, out of the unyielding dualistic law, is not able to seize the one who Knows. This is why the Buddha gave 'Right Understanding' as the first precept of his Noble Eightfold Path.

The ultimate result of every single worldly endeavour, of all organised duality, will be self-destruction, like the end of Judas who hung himself shortly after betraying Jesus, at the very moment that the red of the resurrection morning coloured the eastern horizon. Therefore, if we want to set our feet on the Path, then the emptiness and uselessness of all dualistic appearances and efforts must become a permanent idea in our minds. We must understand that even the noblest and most unselfish endeavour, begun and continued in delusion, will sooner or later irrevocably end in a great iniquity against the Christ-Hierarchy and God's Angels.

Without this insight, without having attained this preparatory state of right understanding, leading to the Final Liberation, no one can set foot on the Path or enter the first Door to the Mysteries. However, when we have penetrated to this state of awareness, we will then stand before the Portal that opens onto the Lighted Way. Only then shall we be able to leave the rocky highway of the countless wheel-revolutions in order to climb the Temple Mountain in strong resolution to transcend the slavery of fallen life in the material sphere and the reflection sphere, and to gain eternal Freedom upon the summit of the Mount of Attainment. 

To set foot on the Path will not mean, as yet, to attain the great Goal, but rather to enter the Way leading to that Goal; the Way upon which all things of this world - in so far as they have fundamentally corrupted the microcosm - have to be utterly forsaken. Thereby, step by step, ripe conditions are brought about for the transfiguration of the whole being by Christ.

Transfiguration I
Before proceeding to explain what transfiguration is, we would like to point out what it is not. Transfiguration does not mean a striving effort with our thoughts and conceptions gained from dualistic knowledge and experience; on the True Path such knowledge and experience are of no use to us whatsoever. In studying this subject, it is best for us to put aside all acquired knowledge and science of this undivine, fallen universe, both in regard to visible and invisible things.
One should also dismiss the idea that transfiguration is a process developing on the horizontal level, that is to say, a process that unfolds within our transitory being according to our earthly personality. If you have been able to accept the substance of the preceding lessons and make use of them for a better understanding, it should be clear to you now that we are not interested in the dualistic human personality at all, and that in order to begin the process of transfiguration it will be of no use to raise one's dualistic, transitory being, even to the highest possible degree of perfection in the ethical, religious, or any other field whatsoever. 

This does not mean, of course, that one is justified in leading a reckless life. Candidates for transfiguration will have to be of very special intelligence, possessing a deep and truly Religious education and a high level of morality. However, intelligence, religious understanding and morality, worthy as they are of appreciation, are not liberating; in and of themselves they are useless with regard to reaching the divine Kingdom, even as aspects of a manifested longing to become integrated with it. There are millions of people who, although possessing the same character traits as the most devoted man of remembrance, cannot reach transfiguration, because their direction of thought, their blood-consciousness, remains on the horizontal level, even though they may earnestly expect eternal life in the hereafter.

We would like to repeat, then, that transfiguration does not mean culture of the individual, even to the highest degree of refinement. Neither is transfiguration a philosophy or doctrine which it would suffice to approach intellectually, to absorb mentally.

Transfiguration is the Doctrine of Rebirth put into practise. It aims at nothing more or less than demolition of the old microcosm, including the lower and the higher selves, and the building of a totally new microcosm, with a new Higher Self, from the divine substance of the immovable Kingdom.

Building the new microcosm from the divine substance (the four holy ethers) of the Kingdom of God means the reconstruction of what once was; a return of the candidate to the state of life and the state of consciousness of the God-man in the original domain of Life that was created for him, namely the divine Universe.

We may ask: 'Is it really possible for little me to return to that glorious state of existence? Heaven has now been denied and replaced with an infinitely higher ideal. On what authority is this attitude based, and from what source can one expect to derive the knowledge and strength to attain this lofty aim?'

These questions are quite logical and understandable, and it is good that they should cross our minds because it shows that we do not just accept a concept without first examining it intelligently. Indeed, we hope that everything we say will be carefully considered because, as we always point out to prospective candidates for the Path, it is necessary to attain a deep inner conviction based upon experience.

So, how do we answer the foregoing questions? Well, the truth of transfiguration is laid down in the books of Wisdom of all ages. However, and since it is the best-selling book in the world, we shall refer mainly to the Bible as witness.

The Lord's Prayer says: "Thy Kingdom come". One may think this means that some day, by dint of continuous effort, by the polishing and correcting of dualistic norms, this world will become so perfect that selfishness and jealousy, hatred and separation, pain and suffering will exist no more, with the result that the ideal state "Thy Kingdom" would be attained.

But if the preceding expositions have been understood correctly, then we shall clearly recognise the utter delusion of this utopian idea. Jesus, the Piscean Christ, said: "Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." - Matthew 25:34. Therefore, the Kingdom is not to come; it already exists, for we may inherit it. In John 18:36, this is expressed in an unquestionably clear way: "My Kingdom is not of this world". So the divine Kingdom already exists but it is not of this world, even if this world were to be vastly improved. Therefore, instead of: "Thy Kingdom come", it is more reasonable to pray: "Thy Kingdom come within us".

Man can enter the "Immovable Kingdom" - Hebrews 12:28, only after he has built for himself, through the process of transfiguration, vehicles from the primordial substance (holy ethers) of the divine Kingdom. He must be reborn of "water and of spirit" (from the holy ethers and dynamic divine Power).

Through transfiguration, or rebirth, "we become the sons of God, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of the Gnosis".

He who resolves to be reborn need not wait until the time of his incidental physical death, but can begin the process of transfiguration at any moment of his life. Not, of course, as a casual experiment, but by following an earnestly considered final decision from within. Then the mystery of the True Path leading to Life begins to reveal itself in him. He who is in the process of walking the Path of Return has entered the initial phase of the process of transfiguration, and "the Father advances two steps towards us for every single one we take towards Him".

The aspirant who wishes to enter the divine Kingdom must offer his dualistic life for it. This statement should be understood esoterically, for so much confusion and turmoil has sprung from the notion of sacrificing one's physical body for an ideal, for one's friends, one's country, one's beliefs, etc. Throughout human history thousands of martyrs have willingly laid down their lives for such principles. Yet for the most part these individuals found that they were merely transferred to the reflection sphere like everyone else.

Now, Jesus, the Christ for the Piscean age, gave his life and his blood for the salvation of mankind, but in a very different way to that which has been misinterpreted by humanity. Christians, filled with piety and respect, stare at pictures representing Jesus nailed to the cross between the two assassins, his blood flowing forth from his hands, his feet, his head and his side. They feel commiseration with his suffering; their hearts are filled with emotion. Yet it is all delusion, tragic mystification, that in the course of ages, through misapprehension, the sacrifice of life and blood should have become associated with incidental, carnal death. 

When the candidate for transfiguration, standing in the positive reality of his developing new soul-consciousness, is ready to sacrifice his life and blood for the liberation of mankind, in "imitation of Christ", he is not going to die. He does not die even with regard to his dualistic, material existence, but he "presents his body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God." - Romans 12:1. In this way he serves God, by walking the True Path of self-surrender in spiritual service to the world.

The honest and intelligent spiritual aspirant knows that his body is an unholy, degenerated material vehicularity, a caricatural reflection of what it once was. Equally, he knows that the divine Fellowship of the Christ-Hierarchy has been waiting for long ages in loving and prayerful expectation for him to come at last to the true awareness of his fallen state of being, so that he would, in great faith and confidence, raise his hands in supplication to Christ, declaring: 'Here I am; ready, prepared; do unto me according to your will' or "Thy Will be done, not mine".

"He who is ready to lose his life for My sake, will find it." - Jesus. It: the Truth, the Life, the Light, the answer to all his problems and, at the same time, deliverance from delusion, from the universe of death, and re-entry into the original divine Kingdom. The "losing of one's life" refers to the voluntary dissolution of the ego, the fallen microcosm; "for My sake" means for the sake of Christ, or the divine Spirit, for God and the Divine Plan. If this can be accomplished, even in one's attitude, then the aspirant is already "passing from death unto life." - John 5:24.

"Death" is the aimless, cheerless, hopeless sham existence of duality: "Let the dead bury their dead". "Life" is devoting oneself entirely, with one's new and informed awareness, to the spiritual service of mankind and to the world, in unity with the Fellowship of Christ in the immovable Kingdom.

There are many more quotations we could add. For example, the whole of 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15 is one of a succession of testimonies regarding the two universes and the process of transfiguration or rebirth.

He whose matured state of consciousness has come to the phase where he is able to approach, to comprehend, and to accept the Holy Language on the esoteric levels explained above - a prerequisite for which is the harmonious co-ordination of thinking with both head and heart - proves that he no longer needs 'milk' and can digest 'solid food'. He no more requires to be taught by parables, allegories and myths, but can readily understand the Truth in plain language. He has been able to attain this awareness by answering the Call of the Gnosis, by responding positively to the Radiation Field of the Christ-Hierarchy, which has touched his divine spark, and to which he has abandoned himself, in self-surrender.

Transfiguration II
We shall now give some insight into the practical side of the process of transfiguration.
Earlier we described man in his totality as a microcosm. We showed how the visible part of our coarse material body is animated by the vital or etheric body which, in turn, is dynamically impelled by the desire or astral body and the mental body (the latter two bodies receiving impulses via the lights of the lipika). Finally, these lights, by means of our magnetic radiation field or aura, either attract or repel impulses from the dualistic field of life.

Our entire consciousness as the personality or lower self, our thinking, willing and desiring, is dominated by the forces and energies in our dualistic atmosphere. As we have said, man is always the submissive slave of his lipika and of the inimical aeons in this undivine universe.

Why is man a submissive slave? Because he believes and therefore affirms that everything is alright as it is, or at least has resigned himself to the course of events in this world in the belief that things just are that way. Nevertheless, the popular saying: "That's life" could not be further from the truth!

However, among such easy-to-please people there are thousands of seekers who are not content with dualistic existence. Such people, especially in their youth, between their fourteenth and twentieth year, when the desire body comes into greater activity, begin to feel a solitariness and experience strongly the hostility of prevailing social conditions towards their intrinsic inner being. This intrinsic being - the divine spark - is the cause of their revolt against prevailing conditions. Unfortunately, this rebellion is generally subdued by custom, peer pressure and the persuasion of older people who 'know better', and in the end, is completely suppressed. The previously rebellious slave has resigned himself to his chains, and henceforth will trot meekly along in the dualistic harness; another soul is subjugated and, for who-knows-how-many-more incarnations, remains tied to the wheel of birth, suffering and death.

But others, who are in the minority, do not conform; they keep seeking, most often in great inner distress; seeking for an unknown, mysterious something which they feel sure exists, must exist.

What happens to such people? Sooner or later they cannot fail to come into contact with the radiation field of a genuine Gnostic order, for besides the dualistic electromagnetic field, there also exists an original divine electromagnetic Field, a tiny focal point of which may manifest in this world through genuine spiritual communion. It is by means of such a radiation that the initial contact with the divine electromagnetic Field is made. The radiation of an earthly outpost of the Christ-Hierarchy touches the divine spark in the fallen microcosm, rousing it with "trumpet blasts" from its latent condition.

The responding spark of divinity then begins to vibrate more rapidly and to radiate throughout the microcosm, however slightly this may be at first. This radiation which, in principle, is already no longer "of this world", is directed, in the first place, to the thymus gland, which is located behind the sternum and corresponds to the heart chakra. A fundamental change has set in.

However, the first blast of the trumpet does not usually produce a permanent change. The new hormone from the thymus is eliminated again through the liver-spleen system (which is inimical to the divine Radiation), and the candidate is again, more or less, the same as he was before. Yet sometimes this may not be quite so. The tiny spark in the heart may have remained smouldering within and which, at a subsequent blast of the trumpet, may flare up more easily and so glow still brighter; and as trumpet blasts and kettledrum beats follow one other, the ascending thymus hormone can bring about a lasting beneficial reaction in the head sanctuary, in the pituitary gland.

When a person is touched by the powerful ray of the Christ-Hierarchy, which strikes like a flash of lightning in the darkness, affecting the heart, head and blood, we would be naïve to think that this balm of salvation, this supreme remedy, would have no other effect in his life, and upon his body, than to produce just plain religiosity, officially-recognised 'goodness'.

The power of the divine Spirit is sanctifying, healing; it is a remedy not only in an abstract, philosophical or mystical sense, but also anatomically and biologically. That is what makes it so marvellous, so glorious, but also so radical and dangerous for the unprepared.

* * *

Sometimes the divine Spirit is referred to as a Fire. This is because it burns up the dross and debris of fallen, undivine matter. When, through the stirring of the divine spark, the radiations of the divine Fire penetrate into the heart sanctuary, the thymus hormone carries them into the head sanctuary. After the holy Fire is ignited in the head, it descends along the right string of the nervus sympathicus into the plexus sacralis, which is located at the bottom of the spinal column. (The nervus sympathicus consists of two nerve strings, that run along the left and right sides of the spine. It starts from a point located above the medulla oblongata, which is the point where meet the two strings of the nervus sympathicus together with the direct sphere of influence of the pineal gland).

The two strings of the sympathicus actually form two separate fields. One field, which is situated on the right side of the spinal marrow, is creative; the other, on the left side of the spinal marrow, has a revealing function. One field induces impulses, while the other reacts upon them and in so doing reveals what was up until then a great Mystery, hence Revelation.

So, a creative, impulse-inducing force descends to the plexus sacralis. This plexus, dualistically speaking, is the seat of the subconsciousness, in which all the experiences of the microcosm, as well as of the current personality, are recorded. Through the descending power of the holy Fire, the state of the subconsciousness is totally changed. It then becomes the gateway to renewal for the entire microcosm. Subsequently, through the renovated consciousness, the candidate becomes aware of, or rather remembers, his divine vocation, the sole purpose of his incarnation upon Earth: to go the Path of the Divine Mysteries; to Return to God via the Gate of Christ, which is divine Love.

The power of the holy Fire continues its course along the left string of the nervus sympathicus, which is the seat of the revealing function. The current thus goes upwards via the reacting, revealing field, until it reaches the meeting point in the head sanctuary.

If we are now able to picture this circulation of the holy revelation in the twofold sympathicus, and to understand the reason why those who had first-hand Knowledge called the plexus sacralis the sacred plexus, then we may also have some notion of what will follow. The sympathicus, which has now come under the control of the divine Intelligence of Christ, will develop into a new nervous system; the body will undergo a fundamental change. In the blood, a new hormone-group is released that reacts exclusively upon the new nerve-fluid; a new etheric blood-fluid takes over, and in this way a totally new personality is formed within the old, dualistic personality, and yet, as it were, outside of and beyond it.

This new personality is the coming new Man who will constitute the new human race on Earth in the New World that is today being born.

He who has begun to build this new Temple, even if he has laid only one foundation stone, is truly blessed.
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Spiritualism

All illumined individuals throughout history have discovered the quite unexciting picture of what fallen man is and by what forces he 'lives', and how these forces have dominion over and vampirise the whole of humanity. With regard to this, please also remember what was said in the chapter entitled The Aeons, i.e., that in all our ways of being, doing, thinking and feeling, we are dominated by the powers in the dualistic atmosphere: the forces of darkness.
Should this hidden reality be kept in mind, a vital insight into spiritualism may be attained, an insight that goes far beyond the popular, narrow conception of seances and channelling (mediumship).

The average man with an intelligence according-to-duality may say complacently: 'Spiritualism? I don't go in for that; I will have nothing to do with it. I know much better. I am quite willing to admit that these channelling sessions are not all humbug and trickery, and that enigmatic forces from the invisible worlds can influence us here in the physical, but you won't have me walk into that trap!'

If only he knew how he, sure though he may be of himself, is being caught and exploited every single second. He thinks that, in staying away from 'all that nonsense', he is safe from influences and forces from the reflection sphere. However, he does not realise that he himself is as much of a medium as the glamoured and proud lady who, at a channelling meeting, acts as an intermediary between the 'dead' and the emotional, gullible public.

Would he admit - if he knew - that many not so very nice traits of character, such as fits of anger, perversity, depression, etc., are stirred up by these forces to a degree far beyond their natural range, in order to provoke ether bleedings and to subsequently vampirise the victim, and that the intelligentsia, in their high sophistication and impressive social influence, are most often their chosen victims?

Every person manifests his own microcosmic respiration field, in conformity with his karma and state of being. By interacting in duality, undivine forces are also induced from outside, for like attracts like. Various unholy conditions are therefore brought about in the microcosm by way of man's relationship with external forces in the world, and these make their effect felt in man's daily life as his consciousness is perpetually affected (and infected) by them.

Just as man maintains, in his own auric sphere, an entire pantheon of self-created, animated thought-forms of various kinds, so there are a great number of Earth-bound spirits who, by means of astral and mental interference, increase human delusion, or at least attempt to do so and, unfortunately, are all too successful with the vast majority of unsuspecting people.

* * *

We would now like to introduce an esoteric reality that the vast majority of spiritual aspirants in the world have yet to consider. A full understanding of this reality is essential for the acquisition of true Knowledge and so also of the keys to the Path of Redemption.

Spiritualism covers not only victimisation by Earth-bound spirits from the darker side of the transition spheres, but also by the 'good' deceased, dwelling in the so-called 'heavenly' worlds, the summerland.

In the beginning of their sojourn in the 'heavenly' abode which is in accordance with their state of being, these 'good' spirits believe themselves to be safely home; safely, happily and forever home. But, alas, sooner or later they make the distressing discovery that their 'eternal heaven' is just as transitory for them as was the Earth. They begin to realise that they must go back, when their time is up; back, through the process of a new human birth, to the physical sphere.

What happens to man when he dies, seen this time as a personality, conscious only in his lower self? Well, firstly, of course, he sheds his physical body. He arrives in the transition sphere with only his more subtle vehicles (part of the ethers of his vital body, his astral body and his mental body). If he has not led a licentious, criminal or in any other way immoral life, he will generally be able, without too much struggle or resistance, to pass through the disintegration processes. During these processes the remaining ethers of his vital body should completely volatilise and, after this, the astral body, and so on. This should continue until finally, the results of the past Earthly life become recorded in the auric being, to help form the basis for the mental faculties, consciousness, conscience and, in short, the entire state of being of the new human personality which, when the time comes, will be adopted by the emptied microcosm.

This is what actually happens in the majority of cases. In fact, at this special time on Earth this happens at an accelerated rate. Perhaps you have noticed that during the last century the world population has been rapidly increasing. This is because more and more emptied microcosms are being compelled to reincarnate in an attempt to balance their karma and so meet the requirements for the forthcoming Harvest Time. (More on this later).

Others, however, shrink from a new Earthly existence. They had so happily settled in 'heaven' and would so gladly have believed this temporality to be eternal. What a bitter disappointment for them when the truth is revealed. It is really quite something to think that one has reached eternal bliss and can dwell forever in the summerland, only to come to the dismal discovery that another round of Lucifer's chess game down here below is to be played out once again.

So, the problem of self-maintenance comes into play for those incorporeal microcosms who do not wish to leave the reflection sphere, and exactly as on this side of the grave, there is a continual search for the elixir of life, and so everything possible is tried on yonder side in order to obtain an extension of the permit of residency.

How is such an extension assured? By prolonging temporality as much as possible; by not letting the microcosm empty itself; by preventing the more subtle personality-vehicles from disintegrating. How? By robbing ethers, by drawing on the ethers of men, women and children who are physically incarnated here on Earth. However, this is done not by provoking and exploiting their base passions, such as anger, jealousy, hatred, greed, etc.; no, for were the 'good' spirits not kindly, humane, intelligent Earth dwellers? Not for nothing did they rise to the state of light-spirits in the heavenly realms. Perhaps they were even worthy members of one of the many lofty brotherhoods active in the hereafter.

No, these 'good' spirits vampirise mankind in another way; they incite people to goodness, charity, humanistic activities, personal healing, assiduous cultivation of arts and sciences, docile church membership, new age-style meditations and visualisations, and so on. For these activities also produces ether bleedings, bleedings of the higher ethers, exactly of the kind needed to maintain existence in the higher reflection spheres, to prolong it, were it possible, forever. This is another form of spiritualism, much more common and all-embracing than the form that is generally acknowledged.

To give just one example of how 'spiritualistic goodness' is impelling ignorant humanity throughout the world today, consider the following. There exists presently a growing multitude of well-meaning new age groups and centres where people sit and attempt to send out loving thoughts and energies in order to elevate humankind, to protect it from harm, to put an end to wars, to ring in an era of peace on Earth, and even to circumvent the forthcoming and necessary world-upheavals. But in reality, these centres and groups do not bring about peace on Earth, they do not quench the fires of ignorance, they can never heal the wounds of humanity. To the contrary, and when understood esoterically, they are actually among the breeding grounds of war, arousing and fuelling antitheses in duality, as they produce food for the light-spirits in the reflection sphere by their misguided motivations, which are actualised by personal will, not divine Will. Such activities are actually akin to black magic, as unenlightened personalities seek, often with noble intentions, to interfere with the affairs of others and the world. Such misguided desires born of personal ignorance create karma and further confusion as these activities more tightly bind every single participating hopeful to duality, while simultaneously producing an etheric banquet for the aeons as well as the light-spirits. Humanity must come to understand that fallen microcosms are unable to create and send Love into the world; only Christ can do that! Therefore, if man truly wishes to be an agent of Love in this world, then he must first bring himself into a binding with Christ, which is not of this world.

Later, we will be presenting further information and examples of how this kind of spiritualism captivates (and so incarcerates) vast numbers of 'good' people in the world and so prevents them from discovering the Truth. Firstly, however, let us take a closer look at the dark side of unholy spiritualism, especially as it applies to humanity today in these "final days"....

A Glimpse of Hell

Today, during the birth of a New World, all the regions of matter as well as the invisible spheres are being violently agitated by the intensifying and long-prophesied planetary cleansing. With regard to this we would like now to further consider the hidden side of the fallen world, which it would be helpful to view as a reflection of the material field of life.
Both these spheres of our Earthly existence - the material and the subtle - are inseparably bound together and, therefore, completely interdependent. It is also a fact that things are already fully active in the reflection sphere before being manifested in matter. This can be an advantage to physically-incarnated mankind, but more often it creates great problems and dangers. The advantage lies in the fact that those who have knowledge of a certain development in the reflection sphere are thereby warned about its corresponding material manifestation, and so may be galvanised to prepare for what must come to pass. The problem lies in the fact that human ignorance readily grasps at and misunderstands the reality and significance of such foreshadowing, thereby distorting the truth.

In general, one may say that there is an alarming lack of knowledge amongst humanity regarding the reflection sphere, and this allows for countless people to be perpetually victimised from hidden quarters. To fathom the values, forces and phenomena existing on yonder side of the veil between dimensions, humanity possesses - or thinks it possesses - religion, based on theology; occult knowledge, based on the intellect; and spiritualism, based on lower psychism. 

The theologian, as metaphysical savant, speaks and writes about matters of which he knows and can know nothing. Should he possess greater knowledge, it will not be by reason of his university education! The theological field is full of worn-out platitudes borrowed from dogmas and misconstrued doctrines of salvation, and this is the reason why ministers and clergymen remain ignorant regarding the hidden dangers that beset them.

The person in search of occult facts amasses a vast amount of encyclopaedic knowledge, in accordance with his personal interests. In reality, this makes him unreceptive to impulses emanating from the divine Kingdom and therefore totally deficient in true, living Wisdom.

By means of lower psychism, a great part of humanity enters into an extremely negative contact with the regions of the reflection sphere. In appraising and evaluating the information received, the naïve psychic or spiritualist is dependent upon a third party who is not what he pretends to be, and if such a contact is continued, occult possession will shortly ensue.

We have already given a wider meaning to the idea of spiritualism. For us, the term includes not only asking questions of spirits, or communicating with spirit-entities by means of instruments or human mediums, but also the tremendous grip that the inhabitants of the invisible regions have on practically all of humanity living on this side of the veil. This grip is so strong and so subtle that almost no one can evade it. Upon closer examination, humanity proves to be so blinded to the hidden side of life, both intellectually as well as mystically, that esoteric ideas and goals such as Liberation and the holy life are hardly more than unreachable beau ideals. However, as soon as the serious aspirant begins to investigate these things he will be seized with horror upon discovering how pervasively the cancer of the forces of darkness has spread and infected this world.

The sincere and intelligent seeker of Truth perceives and experiences the reality of Paul's words in Ephesians 6, verse 12: "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." The stark reality is that the psychic atmosphere in which humanity on Earth has to live is a malignant morass through which it is forced to drag itself, day in and day out.

Historically upon Earth many divine Helpers, both in the regions of matter and of spirit, have complained about the dreadful stench of an occult nature that emanates from whole groups of people, making it almost unbearable to approach them. The nature spirits are also repelled by mankind's etheric and astral emanations. When one of the biblical authors speaks about dunghills in which human beings wallow like swine, and about the idols they worship, he is alluding to a very real truth grasped through higher Knowledge. Since there is a certain amount of humour to be found in everything, we find it even in this wretched situation on Earth.

For example, one sees many people these days trying to appear very spiritual or mystical and pretending to be of a noble disposition, while one would literally hesitate to go near them due to the atmosphere of corruption that has polluted their consciousness.

Countless people on Earth are partially or totally animated by corrupt forces, and the greatest danger to any human being is the assumption that he is immune to this influence. Indeed, we would do well to understand that all the highly intelligent and conscious forces of selfishness in the reflection sphere constantly connect themselves with and adapt themselves to each individual, after having made a thorough study of that person's state of being beforehand.

These intelligences often approach man in the guise of very exalted entities, as masters, as apparitions of Jesus and other holy spirits. If one does not happen to possess a religious, occult or spiritualistic turn of mind, then they suggest self-authority, a historical, materialistic or other scientific hobby of the fallen world. But they manage to ensnare man somehow, be it only in his primary instincts, such as self-maintenance, greed and worldliness. Everyone is stirred up against everyone else, potentially positive situations are thwarted and ruined, insight is obstructed and relationships become confused. Each individual is forced to distrust the other and to seek for the fault outside himself. This has been the unfortunate lot of man on Earth for ages and ages as he walked the treadmill in the world of death, and it is no different today. Indeed, things are worse than ever, for escalating evil activity is now being unleashed upon the world and humanity; an activity which, in the history of the world, has always been the prelude to tremendous world upheavals. We would like now to trace some of the causes and explanations for this activity.

As we have said, before things are revealed in dense matter they already exist in the more rarefied substances of our planet. A total spiritual, cosmic and cultural revolution, that affects all the relationships of consciousness, soul and matter, is now descending from above, as it were. The author of the Book of Revelations was not being merely poetic when he said: "And I saw the Holy City of God coming down from Heaven". John of Patmos was alluding to a process of world-revolution that intervenes from time to time in Earthly affairs, revealing itself at a given moment in the material world, having descended through the more subtle planetary spheres.

Just as a storm-wind drives before it everything that cannot withstand its violence, and just as the darkness must flee before the Light, so the light-giving force of the Christ-Hierarchy is driving the entire inferno before it today on Earth. All the inhabitants of hell have risen from their lairs and, in the grip of a terrible panic and a long-practiced instinct for self-preservation, they are trying to escape with their lives.

One might wonder whether there will be anything left to gain for these Earth-bound entities when the Light appears. One might say naïvely, "Of course not! At the time of the reappearance of Christ He will come in Power and, if we simply believe in Him, we shall all be saved!". However, informed and intelligent consideration reveals that the infernal powers can indeed achieve much for themselves before the Harvest Time, at the very least they may entirely thwart the emancipation of earnest souls in this round. Misery loves company, remember, and an angry and unfulfilled Lucifer, when faced with lifetimes of surfacing karma in his microcosm, would gladly choose world and human destruction over the liberating alternative, which in his gross ignorance he believes is beyond his own reach. This explains the heavy assault of evil today upon humanity living on this side of the veil and which is intensifying in the world as it expresses through every I-centred person. A great wave of abnormality is sweeping over mankind, leaving nothing and no one untouched. We feel that it is most necessary at this time to give an objective explanation of all these dramatic phenomena for those who are interested in order that more people may come to truly see, understand and so prepare themselves intelligently. 

Evil is the antipole of what mankind calls 'good'. Many human beings, judged by society's standards, are considered to be good, very good, humane, cultured and loving. However, such goodness might indeed be very good if only it had no antipole! All truly wise individuals have ever absolutely denied the Goodness of 'good', due to its black shadow, due to the dualistic nature of things. "Good is the smallest part of evil." - Hermes Trismegistus. Yet the vast majority of human beings, even today in our modern and cultivated society, have no comprehension whatsoever of this reality. The following statement of fact, therefore, will constitute a major revelation for most people if they are able to see its veracity: the good of this world maintains evil, just as evil maintains goodness. 

Consequently, if humanity does not change, does not break through to a totally different spiritual attitude far above all commonplace and dualistic ideas of goodness, and if it does not achieve a structural and fundamental rebirth in a new sphere of existence separated from this world, then karma will continue to be created and the hell-realm of duality will continue to exist; as long as man perseveres in his exploitation of his biological and primitive 'goodness', evil will ever accompany him. If man does not totally revolutionise himself spiritually, then he will remain bound to the lower worlds despite all his solemn declarations of goodness, love and friendship. For worldly goodness has its shadow, and man maintains that shadow just as he maintains his very own fallen self. "There is none good; no, not one". These words were once spoken by Jesus, the Piscean Christ, in reference to humanity on Earth, and they are among the most profound and true ever uttered. 

The Law of Free Will is a divine decree and so will ever be honoured by the Christ-Hierarchy. . . up to a certain point where a planet's stability is threatened or when the subtle spheres of a world become so polluted by evil and ignorance that extremely few souls are able to struggle free of its treacherous influence and so achieve Liberation, which was, of course, the whole purpose of establishing a quarantined field of existence in the first place. Humanity and its planet have arrived at such a condition today and so we should not think that the expeditious unfolding of the Logoic Redemption for Earth can be held back now. Everything has its own given time, and the coming years will be of historic significance for the whole world. Therefore, each one of us ought to ask himself: 'When these things manifest themselves, in what state will they find me? Shall I still be experimenting with my everyday goodness, or shall I be engaged in breaking through to a new and truly spiritual disposition?'

"The wicked of the Earth shall weep when they shall see the Son of God come down upon the clouds of heaven, in power. Take heed you, O take heed, for you know not the hour nor the day when comes the Son of God. Let not your hearts be overcharged with sensuous things, nor with the cares of life, lest that day come and find you unprepared. Keep watch at every season of the year; and pray that you may meet the Lord with joy and not with grief." - Jesus.

Everyone should bear in mind that the enemy within - Lucifer - lies in wait for all human beings today, because every individual who remains firmly bound to the dualistic world is 'life-insurance' for the powers of darkness. Just as the body of an animal gives sustenance to innumerable parasites, so man also is no exception to this law of the fallen world. Every genuine divine work is being hindered in all possible ways today by the forces of darkness. If it is not being greatly hindered, attacked and even hated by the masses, then it is not a holy work! A war of breath-taking proportions is now being waged against all and anything that might advance the Divine Plan for Earth and mankind; a war compared to which the struggle against flesh and blood is as nothing.

Our age, the age of revolution, demands that man begins to see and to accept reality. Never has there been a more fitting time to quote the words of John the Baptist: "Make straight the paths of the Lord," for the hour has come!

A Glimpse of Heaven

When the reader has recognised the truth of the facts presented previously and realises the dramatic situation into which mankind is being led today; when he has clearly understood that this struggle has become a personal matter for each and every individual in the world, he will then be able to reflect sanely and fruitfully upon the Work that the Christ-Hierarchy has undertaken as a consequence of these developments.
If a human being wishes to escape the grasp of Earth-bound entities and make his way towards the New Life, to which all of mankind is today invited, it becomes his task, first of all, to drastically reorientate himself, and then to accept the consequences with all his mind, heart and soul.

In the first place, the candidate for Liberation should understand that the interpretation given by the Universal Doctrine to the concepts 'heaven' and 'heavenly hierarchy' is quite different from the usual one. People attach the label 'heaven' to a certain region of the reflection sphere of this fallen world where incorporeal spirits have their abode and who, when they were still here among us, led worthy, good or even pious lives (in the eyes of society), and who were directed to the 'heavenly' region by virtue of the high quality of their moral state of being. In the same way, people speak of 'hell', meaning the region of the hereafter to which the evil, morally deficient person departs when he dies, in accordance with his state of being while on this side of the veil.

In the material world, good and evil are mingled in the blood-consciousness, and both these forces are active in all of us. On yonder side, however, when the material body and the material blood have fallen away, good and evil are existentially separated, although they still maintain one another as antipoles. Nevertheless, whether we exist in the body on this side, or out of the body on yonder side, we are, and we remain, of this undivine, dualistic world; we remain bound to the ever-rotating wheel of birth and death.

Whether a person be pious, mystical or very humane, or has an occult tendency; whether he has profound philosophical insight, or is evil, anti-social or criminal - his normal, natural death can never be the basis for an eternal state of being. The heaven and hell of the reflection sphere are transition stages leading to a new journey into matter, a new birth into the denser regions of the fallen realm.

Furthermore, the Universal Doctrine makes it clear that there is no real Progress, no Evolution, no true spiritual Development in these turnings of the wheel; there is only development of the illusion that is duality. The wheel of birth and death revolves on one plane; it does not spiral. The sole purpose of incarnation in the emergency order of death is to become free from all illusions and ignorance that pertain to the fallen universe and to thus recommence the true, divine Evolution in the immovable Kingdom. After a shorter or longer period of purification in the reflection sphere, all, without exception, will enter their 'heavenly' home, but this will only be an entrance with a beginning and thus an irrevocable end, before the emptied microcosm is once more coerced by the Law of Karma to take up another personality in the material sphere in order, hopefully, to find and to go the Path of Return.

Here, as well as in the hereafter, one can cultivate goodness to the highest degree, or explore the depths of evil within our twofold life-sphere, but only to a certain limit that cannot be surpassed, for dualistic consciousness ultimately remains bound to this undivine universe with its rising, glimmering, fading and dying.

The hereafter is just one great delusion, one formidable hoax for all. Every group on this side of the veil finds in the hereafter its own particular heaven to which all will be admitted in accordance with the Law of Attraction (like attracts like). There is a Catholic and a Protestant heaven; there is an abode for theosophically-orientated souls and one for students of occultism, for astrologers and for all the various sects, including those of the New Age movement. In short, everyone finds what he is looking for. Whatever one is in one's psychological being here in the physical world will be found there in the reflection sphere also.

Some of the higher heavens of the reflection sphere are really quite comfortable, friendly and agreeable, not at all unpleasant. Those to whom one was deeply attached to here will be found again over there. Those who made life difficult for us here and from whom we could not, for one reason or another, free ourselves in this physical world, will be unable to bother us in the hereafter due to their different state of being, their dissimilar vibratory signature.

To our knowledge, very few spiritual groups in the world today are fully aware of these situations in the hereafter, hence their zealous efforts to win souls. Let us use an old, established example here in order to illustrate this last point, even though the same pattern is demonstrating itself everywhere today in the modern world of pseudo-spirituality. When a priest succeeds in converting a primitive native to Catholicism, that is, in binding him sacramentally, or when he succeeds in administering extreme unction to a person who had never led a truly religious life, this usually means the winning of a soul for the Roman Catholic 'heavenly' domain; and presently, when the soul in question returns to Earth, it means the birth of a child in a Roman Catholic family. A thousand deceased natives, bound sacramentally, thus result in a thousand children being born within a nation or race where the Roman Catholic hierarchy considers such a binding to be necessary. Uncomprehending outsiders, who cannot help smiling at the sight of missionaries playing 'Christian church' with natives who are by nature animistic, would no doubt cease to smile if they knew that the church, in this manner, is engaged in extending its dualistic power.

The Christian and Moslem heavenly domains are the largest on yonder side. While on this side of the veil, those who work for these powers are consciously or unconsciously intent on making, or keeping, the heavenly regions of the other groups as small as possible by various methods. The aims are clear, namely to bring the whole world, here as well as in the hereafter, within the radius of influence of their particular church-hierarchy.

This spiritual imperialism may, to a certain extent, be a matter of total indifference to the esoteric student. Manifestations of a fallen mental, astral or material nature are always temporary; they come and go. The real point of moment, however, is that at given periods in history a certain number of matured souls arrive at the threshold of a new and right decision, unintimidated by any temporal manifestations whatsoever. We shall presently define this choice more precisely.

It would be a great pity if the reader entered his theosophical, humanistic or New Age heaven without having any idea of the aforementioned problems or why mankind now stands witness upon the eve of a world revolution. Before we discuss this further, it would be expedient to highlight some more little-known esoteric facts.

The seeker of Truth must not only reckon with possible disastrous influences from the spheres of hell but is also affected by countless suggestions from various individual heavens in the reflection sphere where innumerable, unconnected larger or smaller groups are hard at work, each in accordance with its state of being.

A motley group of various religious persuasions exists there, all kinds of humanistic communities, countless occult groups that readily proclaim themselves as 'schools' and which work with such a multiplicity of ideas and symbols that they make one's head spin! Some of them bear the designation Christian, some Buddhist, others New Age, etc., etc. In short, in the heavenly world of the hereafter we find a colourful array of activity reflecting every religious and esoteric movement in the history of mankind.

There is, for example, a group in the hereafter that seeks to save the world with Christian Science. A distinguished Egyptian group is waiting for the resurrection of all the great historical figures who were mummified in the course of the centuries, in order that they may take over the leadership of mankind! Multifarious groups devoted to a personal guru or spiritual leader who once possessed a physical body on Earth also strive to swell their ranks for the betterment of mankind, even though their favoured teacher, if he was genuine, would have dissolved into Spirit long ago, yet there is never a shortage of imposters in the reflection sphere! There are, of course, also a great number of ET-enthusiasts who are planning, with great attention to detail, for the evacuation of 'the chosen ones' from the Earth at the time of cataclysm by way of spaceships. Many groups in the hereafter claim to be in direct contact with Christ (most often in the form of Jesus) and are involved in such divergent and irreconcilable activities that, facing it soberly, one cannot help having one's doubts about many things, with the exception of their really good and humanistic intentions. And we should not forget that all such organised groups in the reflection sphere are represented by and influence their counterparts in the material world.

There are numerous intellectual societies that have specialised themselves, such as healing groups, groups aiming at social, political and economic influence, and even groups that practise various forms of dualistic science, their aim being the advancement of man and society in their fallen, Earthly relationships. This situation, with its many and varied consequences, is so misleading and creates so much misunderstanding, disappointment, suffering and sorrow, that it is possibly more detrimental to the true divine Work on behalf of mankind than the combined efforts of all the orders of hell! We are warned against an evil person and can be fully on our guard; we can therefore act promptly and positively. But this is not so easy when we are confronted with a really 'good' person who is so very gentle and has such kind intentions. Safeguarding ourselves against such influences can bring with it, at the least, some quite peculiar difficulties.

A seeker of Truth is very much on his guard against both the powers of evil and of dualistic good. The former can harm him, the latter can and will thoroughly confuse him, delay him on the Path, and fill him with indecision on account of the wildly whirling multiplicity of dualistic ideas.

It is important to understand clearly the dangers inherent in all this. When a human being enters the hereafter, he remains inwardly the same. Dying does not make him wise, even though - on the basis of a certain cultivated goodness, social integrity and spiritual striving - he may enter the so-called heavenly region and, on account of his way of life on this side of the veil, display a bright and shining auric-field, a cold light.

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul says that the devil can appear as an angel of light. Try to understand this in a new sense, because these words do not mean what you probably think they do. An Earth-bound spirit sometimes tries to appear better and more radiant than he actually is, but such an attempt is so poor, so foolish and primitive that it is immediately recognisable, and no one who is knowledgeable in such matters will be taken in by it. There are, however, innumerable very well-meaning inhabitants of the dualistic regions of heaven who really radiate affability but who wish to maintain and animate the most unwise and reprehensible things, thereby unconsciously serving the fallen world. The same danger exists, of course, in this material world, and a person is most dangerous and most devilish when he is convinced that inwardly he is really good and is therefore serving the Christ-Hierarchy and the Divine Plan. Then one cannot reason with him, for is he not good? Is he not serving God, possibly at the sacrifice of his life? 

Beware of these 'ministers of light'. Be particularly careful when they speak frequently about divine personalities and holy spirits, about all sorts of Jesus or Mary figures, spiritual masters and angels, and when they sign their names in 'Love and Light' or 'Peace on Earth' (which is an impossibility in the fallen universe), for these divine qualities - Love, Light and Peace - find no need to announce themselves in words.

The prophesied world revolution has now begun, and just as the spheres of hell have been startled by the radiation of the incoming Light of Christ and, in their struggle for self-maintenance, have pounced in fear and desperation upon mankind, so also the dualistic spheres of heaven are in a state of highly nervous agitation. The inhabitants of the various heavens have also pounced upon mankind in a frenzy of proselytising, and anyone who is to some extent susceptible to these influences will feel himself driven to act in accordance with them.

It is perhaps somewhat disenchanting to write in this way about the favoured abode of innumerable fallen souls, i.e., the imitation heaven-worlds. Death, however, changes only the body and the state of consciousness, whereas the character, the mind, the outlook on life and everything connected with it, remain entirely the same. Therefore, just as thousands of humane, virtuous, religious and very intelligent people on this side of the veil endeavour to achieve a better world, it is likewise so in the reflection sphere also, the only difference being that the inhabitants of the hereafter possess many means by which they can influence those who are living on this side of the veil with their very diverse suggestions. It is thus that the circle is closed and the wheel of birth and death - the grinding wheel of duality - is kept in motion.

* * *

Now, just beyond but separate from the reflection sphere of this Earthly field of life, another Heavenly World and another Heavenly Hierarchy are today affecting our complicated, miserable and tragic existence, both in the dualistic heaven/hell and on the dualistic Earth, in a historical revolution periodically recurring during the course of hundreds of thousands of years. That is why all the powers of this fallen world - material and psychic - are now in a growing state of agitation. Once again a cosmic and revolutionary process has set in, a process of which the seer of Patmos testified: "And I saw a new heaven, and the old had passed away".

All those affable and radiant spirits who are indeed doing the best they can in accordance with their state of being, are today experiencing progressive tension which is galvanising them to effect greater 'good' activities here in the physical world. Just as people, in the course of the years, have attempted to improve the world in numerous humanistic ways, so in heaven and on Earth they are again trying, on account of the wild turbulence of ideas and desires, to assault the world and mankind anew with a flood of experiments. Spiritual movements, communities, schools, institutes and so forth are presently springing up everywhere like mushrooms. One or more are started practically every week in every country, only to disappear again, usually after a very short existence.

Throughout history, scores of different groups in the hereafter have made attempts to work via true Holy Fellowships in order to influence a consciously active spiritual public. But all these proposals have been knowingly rejected in plain, unequivocal terms. However, today amongst the unavoidable hubbub of a world in upheaval, many - most! - so-called spiritual groups are not rejecting such 'help' that is offered them from the reflection sphere, and it may now become clear that the forces of ignorance can reach their greatest effectiveness through all the bungling 'good' intentions of the light-spirits of heaven!

The Christ-Hierarchy serves the divine Heaven and Earth as "fishers of men". By walking the True Path of Return, candidates for glory are today making their way toward the original Kingdom; that is, to the true Heaven. Every sincere aspirant will soon be able to behold the New Heaven and the New Earth descending from divine spheres, if he perseveres in the process of transfiguration and is victorious.

The Universal Philosophy explains the laws, the logic and the rational-moral values of this process. That is why we see evil as a dualistic phenomenon and good as its antipole, keeping one another alive and in balance. It is also the reason why we adopt the right of splendid isolation toward the good as well as the evil spirits, toward the inhabitants of the spheres of hell and those of the innumerable heavens. The bonafide workers in the Field of Christ aim to fish mature souls out of the wildly agitated sea of dualistic existence and to lead them straight through the most lovely yet still fallen spheres of heaven and on into the divine Kingdom. This is the straight and narrow Path, the Path which the Hindus aver is more narrow than a razor's edge, and which Jesus alluded to in the following quotation from The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ:

The paths of carnal life do not run up the mountain side toward the top; they run around the mount of life, and if you go straight to the upper gate of consciousness you cross the paths of carnal life; tread in them not.

The Logoic Redemption
In order to explain the meaning of the esoteric term 'Logoic* Redemption' we would benefit from further insight into the Fall of Man. However, a considerable expansion of consciousness is necessary before one is able to receive a complete and clear answer to the questions arising within every sincere seeker: 'How was it possible for the first man to fall?' This question is asked by practically every student of the Ancient Wisdom, yet, in our state of awareness as degenerated dualistic human beings, we can never expect a satisfactory answer. However, a natural analogy will here be given in order to provide the interested reader with some idea.
* A Logos is the supreme ruling Deity of a world-system, whether of a planet, a solar system or a galaxy. God - the Source of the All - may be regarded as the Absolute Logos.

Firstly, it helps to remember that there is a Plan underlying all of Creation. We call this the Divine Plan. We might imagine the Divine Plan ever flowing like a stream, with a certain direction, momentum, and destination. Many creatures are left free to move in and out of the stream at will, gathering experiences along the way. However, as long as the creature always returns to the stream and remains, overall, in harmony with it, it will be carried along by the current, and all will be well. But if, using its free will, a creature chooses to maintain itself permanently in a state that is not in harmony with the stream of the Divine Plan of Evolution, what happens then?

If a creature seeks to exclude itself from the flow of the divine current, because it wants to hold onto some aspect of it, and make it permanent rather than allowing it to change with the flow, it can only do so by becoming crystallised, like a heavy stone in the water. Then, because it is crystallised, heavy, it can no longer experience the helping, forward-flowing effects of the current, but will experience that same beneficent flow as a series of buffetings, just as any obstruction does when placed in flowing water.

This is a much simplified image of how the two universes came into existence: the divine Universe - where the helping, carrying, continuously-developing effects of the divine stream are experienced; and the dualistic or fallen universe in which the correcting effects of the divine stream are experienced, so that ultimately nothing is allowed to last and everything is constantly brought back to its starting point.

Becoming subject to the second system of laws: the correcting system, effectively isolates the creature from the world in which the first system of laws: the divine System, operates. Such a creature that has deviated from its underlying Plan will remain isolated from the divine Nature to which it originally belonged until such time as it chooses to re-harmonise with the Divine Plan by 'thinking like God', by living in Truth as an aspect of Divinity, and not as a separated personality.

In the distant past, a large group belonging to the human life-wave did indeed decide, in free will, to deviate from the Plan underlying its existence. In this way, the group isolated itself from the divine Kingdom and became confined to the dualistic order of existence. The result was that, eventually, all the faculties of perception that had been employed while still subject to the first, divine System of laws, atrophied, and they fell into a dormant state. So the group of fallen beings could not die, because they were essentially eternal, but they were also spiritually inactive, or 'dead'. This, of course, is the situation for humanity on Earth today, and it is this situation that is now being remedied by a last-resort contingency parameter within the Divine Plan: the Logoic Redemption, that includes the return to Earth of the Christ-Consciousness in many.

So man has been expelled from his Paradise-state, with all the unpleasant consequences, perhaps the worst of which is the repetitive experience of both corporeal and incorporeal death, together with all the attendant suffering. Yet the institution of death was a divine Law of Mercy, a token of love, for had this interruption of dualistic existence not been decreed, then man, engulfed as he is in the fallen world, would gradually have inflicted upon himself irreparable, final, eternal destruction, that would have made a return to the divine Kingdom forever impossible.

Death leads, on yonder side, to a period of meditation, of acquiring self-knowledge, of karmic resolution and so also purification. After this period, man is offered the opportunity to exist again on Earth in a complete system of vehicles, and by means of this new incarnation, to realise his undivine state of being, his deep immersion in matter, and to begin the necessary journey upon the Path of Transfiguration. Later, once a person has been taken up into the Radiation Field of the Christ-Hierarchy and has thus become a part of the Corpus Christi, the living Body of Christ, he is liberated from the wheel of birth and death that has been turning for ages and ages; he has conquered duality, and is admitted to the sixth cosmic sphere, the divine realm of the Fellowship of Christ. Today, the Logoic Redemption Plan is offering such a magnificent blessing to all intelligent men and women on Earth.

* * *

Life, then, for ignorant mankind, is an ever-accelerating process of crystallisation, until death mercifully offers an escape and a fresh opportunity.

If this periodicity exists in the life of the individual, then it must also exist for the human life-wave as a whole. Compare, then, the following:

Individual man is attached to the wheel. From his birth (his day of manifestation), he goes his way alternately through the material sphere and the reflection sphere, until he is forced to start all over again on the next day of manifestation. This is the fatal course followed by the fallen microcosm of mankind.

It is also the course followed by the human life-wave and its field of existence, the Earth, the planetary macrocosm. Just as the microcosm is limited by the auric being, whose impulses prompt man to activity, so the Earth, too, is limited by the ionosphere (at a height of 32,560 miles), which is a magnetic radiation field. From the activity in the ionosphere all atmospheric phenomena, such as gales, thunderstorms, cyclones, etc., can be explained.

However, as you may already have realised, the matter and activity with which the ionosphere is laden can, in turn, be explained from the behaviour of man and his aeons. Thus, all atmospheric phenomena are due to discharges of tensions caused by humanity.

Since we speak of a descent into duality - an ever progressing process of degeneration and crystallisation whereby man strays farther and farther from Divinity and from his original Destiny, thus becoming ever more unholy - it follows that the tensions in the ionosphere will also become progressively fatal in character, to such an extent that the solar Deity - or Logos - will eventually have to intervene, lest Earth and mankind fall prey to complete destruction.

This intervention of the solar Logos neutralises all negative and harmful activities on our planet, in both the visible and invisible spheres. This makes it possible to start again, from the beginning (after a long period of rest and oblivion for most microcosms) with a new human life-wave in a new, purified dualistic field of life.

Many such Logoic Redemptions have already occurred both on planet Earth and upon numerous other worlds in this galaxy, and these are applications of the divine law of mercy. They have occurred, however, not to the individual, but to the human field of life as a whole, in order to protect it in its entirety from destruction. The culmination of this necessary cyclic phenomenon has been termed 'Judgement Day' by certain prophets and seers.

It has happened many times - during the Hyperborean era, the Lemurian era, the Atlantean era and also thirty-two times during the present Aryan era - that a kind of separation has taken place between the 'righteous' and the 'unrighteous', between those who worship the fallen spirit of earthly things and those seeking the gateway to the immovable Kingdom, in order to enter through it into the Blessedness of the original Freedom.

Now, it can be proven that this world and mankind have today arrived at the end of a major life-cycle, and that a new Logoic Redemption is right now, once again, underway. This so-called 'Judgement Day', however, should not be regarded with dread as a kind of doomsday decree upon mankind for its perpetrated evils of the past; to do so would be to subscribe foolishly to the antiquated and superstitious attitudes belonging to the minds of yesterday that knew no better. To the extreme contrary, the preceding years leading up to the more appropriately-termed Harvest Time present a great boon for the human life-wave and therefore mankind on Earth; an unprecedented opportunity to resolve past karma quickly, to release deleterious patterns of thought and emotion, to raise personal and planetary vibrations, and to help one another to emerge triumphant into the "New Heaven and New Earth".

Every time the Christ-Consciousness incarnates upon Earth - either through a single personality like Jesus, the Piscean world-saviour, or as a group of transfigured personalities, as is the far more auspicious reality today - unprecedented redemptive opportunity is made available for humankind. The precipitation of the Group-Avatar in the world at this time - or "The Second Coming of Christ" as it has been inaccurately termed by fundamentalist Christians - represents an unparalleled opportunity for liberation from duality for every person who now chooses to quicken their vibratory rate of consciousness, and this can be done only by earnest, spiritual seeking and by loving enough that one is necessarily brought into contact with the Radiatory Field of the Fellowship of Christ. "He [Jesus] ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead." - The Apostles' Creed.

* * *

Within the spiritual supermarket today the vast majority of aspirants are regarding the imminent redemptive opportunity in a very personal way. However, whenever we regard the world of personalities, as long as we look to life from a personal perspective, we shall ever miss the Truth. Whenever one's consciousness is conditioned by the lower self - its feelings, reactions, desires, failures, successes, etc. - one becomes subject to spiritual blindness and the subsequent suffering that must ensue as a result, for such is the lot of the separate self. Therefore, we would like here to re-emphasise that Christ - Divinity - does not look upon man as a personality at all, for Christ is One, as is the Truth, and it is imperative that candidates for transfiguration understand this well.

The Divine Plan of Salvation cannot fail, whichever way mankind chooses to look at it; the Logoic Redemption Plan will succeed in these times; the Earth will be purged and restored to a relative Garden of Eden, and as far as humanity is concerned there are two possible ways that this will be accomplished, both of which are today unfolding upon Earth:

i) The more unfavourable way is that unrepentant microcosms will be forced through the astral Fire on Judgement Day due to their adamantine attitudes with regard to this world of illusions and thus their choices to serve Lucifer (fear). Their surplus unresolved karma (evil) will have to be burned up, transmuted, just as candidates going the Path of Transfiguration are required to surrender their own karmic impurities to Christ before the Harvest Time. However, under the Law of Free Will, all those personalities who do not choose to go the Path in time and so who fail to enter the Ark of Christ via transfiguration will, following purgation, have their seed-karma carried forth by the Law in order that this may be worked out at some future time and place in the fallen universe, on some physical planet that will be prepared for such unsuccessful microcosms in this round. This, of course, equates to failure at the Harvest Time for the untransfigured microcosms, yet the Logoic Redemption Plan for Earth and its successive human life-wave will not be affected in the least.

ii) The second way is the Way of Grace. When sincere servants of the highest Cause of the Divine Plan of Salvation surrender themselves unconditionally and totally to Christ, not only will their excess impurities be transmuted (and in a far less painful and terrible way!), but they will also assist the Christ-Hierarchy in its sole purpose of human redemption by completely dissolving all remaining seeds of karma, thus obviating the need for those seeds to be worked out via their untransfigured microcosms which, in turn, will not require to take a further incarnation in the fallen universe ever again.

This second way is, of course, most preferred by the Christ-Hierarchy and is the meaning of the biblical passage: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." - Matt 3:17

* * *

The alert observer may see the precursory symptoms of today's global transformation everywhere. The rapid increase in the population of the Earth is but one of these symptoms. Entities dwelling on yonder side must incarnate in great numbers. The emptied microcosms are literally impelled to reincarnate, and they are, right now, still queuing in great multitudes, seeking to enter our physical world.

Much resistance and fear therefore prevail among the so-called light-spirits. This is why they try to use every means at their disposal to maintain both the world and the reflection sphere, so as to preserve themselves in their present, familiar and comfortable existence. The vast majority of the so-called new age movement is an expression of this effort made from the reflection sphere.

Now, there is one factor attendant to the progressive degeneration of mankind that is most unfavourable to those who wish to maintain themselves on yonder side; namely that the quality of the purposefully-provoked ether bleedings becomes ever more inferior. This is because the physical and spiritual blood of mankind is degenerating more and more, and in accordance with natural law, the radiatory energies connected with it must participate in the general degeneration of quality. The "food of the gods" deteriorates, and in this way the profiteering entities in the reflection sphere are forced to share in the general malaise. This they want to avoid at all costs. This is why, in their fight for continued existence, they are compelled to exert progressively greater efforts in order to improve the quality of the radiatory energies of mankind, via the blood. All dualistic benevolence, all culture, all fallen religion, art, science, etc., etc., are direct expressions of these efforts. So we in no way exaggerate when we say that literally everybody on Earth is victimised by spiritualism, especially today in these times of planetary acceleration, purgation and transformation.

How can one protect and free oneself from this terrible affair? By a completely new attitude of life, by a total 180° turn-around that will lead to a complete transformation of the blood - physical and spiritual.

Now that you know the true situation on Earth, your true state of being, it is important for you to experience this reality in the depths of your consciousness. Then you will feel a longing to develop, by means of the process of transfiguration, an entirely new blood-radiation that can no longer be victimised by parasites in any field of life.

"The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all our sins". In now understanding the esoteric truth of this statement, let us also open ourselves to the blood-radiation of the Christ-Consciousness, just as Jesus did, and so allow it to set free within us a Power from sources not of this world, nor from any hierarchy in the reflection sphere bent on self-maintenance and delusion. This Power comes from the inexhaustible, eternal Love of the Creative Universal Intelligence Who reigns in the immovable Kingdom; Who was, Who is, and Who ever shall be.

The Hidden Key to the Bible

When we came to understand the Universal Wisdom, we also began to comprehend something of the mystically-veiled language of the Bible, even though that book has been repeatedly mistranslated, edited, changed and generally adulterated over thousands of years.
However, we should not forget that the Holy Language is not only written in one book. As an example of this fact, we would like to share a quotation from an old Rosicrucian document dating from the middle of the fifteenth century: The Spiritual Testament of the Order of the Rosycross by Johann Valentin Andreae.

We read in the second part of this document, the Confessio Fraternitatis, or The Creed of the Brotherhood of the Rosycross, addressed to the Scholars of Europe, chapter VII:

One thing, ye mortals, shall here be laid down by us, which is that God has determined that the world shall be granted, before its end, an influx of truth, light and greatness, such as He ordained should accompany Adam on his way out of Paradise to alleviate man's misery, so that all falsehood, darkness and enslavement which has gradually invaded the arts, works and governments of men, blinding the great majority of them, should come to an end.

The above quotation is, of course, speaking of the inevitable and cyclic Logoic Redemption, the latest of which is now unfolding upon Earth.

In chapter X of the same document, we read:

....those are nearest to us and most our equals who make the Bible the master of their lives, the end of their studies and the compendium of the world in general.

Before all, we consider it our duty to declare that, from the beginning of the world, not a more excellent, admirable and salutary book was given mankind than the Holy Bible; blessed is he who possesses it, more blessed still is he who reads it, but most blessed of all is he who actually understands it, while he is most equal to God who both understands and obeys it.

These statements are certainly clear, yet we take no book whatsoever as a basis, especially one that has sustained so much modification over the millennia.

So how can these apparent contradictions be reconciled?

Well, the Doctrine of Transfiguration can never be found in its reality and completeness in any book. The Doctrine is contained in a divine Radiation Field. The real Doctrine of Transfiguration is not a theory, or a philosophy, or a series of speculations contained in any book whatsoever; it is both a Force and a Call. In a book, one can read about that Force, but the Force itself has to be experienced, confirmed and brought to unfoldment in one's own being. How? By walking the True Path of Return. 

First comes the insight that this world is a delusion; that there are two universes; the insight that all efforts made on the horizontal level (in duality) are useless to obtain liberation from delusion. This leads to the insight that there is only one way of Liberation, and that is transfiguration.

Then comes the sincere, inner longing to actually walk the Road to Liberation, by calling upon that Force and, following its example, to dedicate oneself to the liberation of the whole of mankind. This Force, however, can only operate within us if we are prepared to surrender completely to it, that is, to renounce our self-willed centripetal I-being, and come to complete, unconditional I-detachment.

When we have achieved these three steps: i) insight, ii) consecration or yearning for the divine Life and iii) self-surrender, we will become totally different persons; a completely new attitude will naturally arise in us, which is the fourth requirement on the Path. These four steps lead to the fifth step of ultimate liberation from the fallen world, the step that takes us right up to the Gateway to Paradise.

Perhaps you now understand that what we are concerned with in this teaching is not theory, or mere philosophy, but the magical stirring of the divine spark. Most people are unaware that reading divinely-inspired words of Truth in a receptive state of mind produces a magic vibration within us. When we admit into the head sanctuary and adopt with the heart sanctuary truths of the Universal Wisdom projected in print, our divine spark is brought into binding with the universal forces to which these truths bear witness. Even if you have not yet experienced this yourself, we would like to tell you that the primary aim of these lessons was to appeal magically to the divine spark within your heart.

It is nearly always the case that in order to achieve this, much resistance has to be overcome. Most people possess a thick armour of crystallised conceptions and emotional blockages in their auric field, and these have to be repeatedly broken up before spiritual emergence may be known.

Neither treatises, nor philosophies contained in any of our publications, nor even in any Holy Book, can bring Liberation. They can only confirm and make us conscious again of what we already know in our hearts; what is presently hidden, in condensed form, in the depths of our remembrance and, consequently, also in our divine spark, of which we have become temporarily unconscious. This knowledge, now recognised, can be confirmed by reading the Holy Language. This is why we sometimes quote from the Bible, in order to show that in it, the Doctrine of Transfiguration is confirmed.

Thus, what is written in the Bible is definitely not intended to be applied to dualistic conditions, though if we wish to approach it from this angle (as is done everywhere without true understanding), we may. Yet the Bible, particularly the New Testament, is a collection of veiled language, designed to be read and understood only by the initiated aspirant-disciple.

The following passage from the Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13, verses 10-17, wholly substantiates this: 

And the disciples came and said unto Him: "Why speakest Thou unto them in parables?" He answered and said unto them, "Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but unto them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more in abundance; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables, because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith: By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive. For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them."  - [Isaiah: 6:9-10]. "But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you: many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them: and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them." See also Luke, 10:23-24.

When we arrive at inner self-knowledge, we will realise that our being with its biological consciousness, as an instrument of duality, is not in a position to understand the Universal Wisdom, for "flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God". We will realise that as long as we are tied to our dualistic nature we shall never attain Liberation, even if our microcosm were to reincarnate millions of times, for we live by the four unholy foods, the unholy ethers, through which the Breath of God - Tao - does not vibrate.

The human I-consciousness can only perceive imperfectly and, with regard to the divine impulses from the other World, man, though seeing, is blind, and though hearing, is deaf. Therefore, though he may show vast knowledge of the Old and New Testaments, and even repeat innumerable quotations from them by heart, it will remain impossible for him to comprehend the true essence of the Bible.

This is why, in exoteric circles, one comes across the most divergent ways of Bible exegesis, the variations ranging from the extreme left to the extreme right.

The most vehement discords have arisen from this, with the result that, at meetings of church councils, it sometimes literally comes to a tussle. It has caused religious wars and the most ignominious persecutions and tortures. In view of all this, how can one still speak of 'Holy Language'? This is why all translations of the Bible vary. The boldest changes - falsifications - have been made in the Bible over the centuries. Fortunately, these changes affect only the less important parts, for there are certain divine Intelligences who have, at all times, taken the quintessence of the Holy Language under their special protection. Therefore, the quintessence of the Bible may be recognised by those who are earnestly seeking the One Truth.

Perhaps you will now be able to understand why we reject all dualistic theology (as well as all criticism of the Bible); that our attitude is: no Bible exegesis whatsoever, because it can only be the product of the limited and broken consciousness of those who imagine they are capable of explaining the Bible; hence it can only be personal and speculative. Yet all the knowledge of this world, together with the various methodologies applied in attaining knowledge in our culture, is utterly unfit to help us move toward the divine Universe.

We might now ask: 'Why, then, did the Bible make its appearance among mankind, and why is it hermetically closed to the dualistic consciousness? Does this mean that you are against Bible classes, and would object to the Bible, translated into all languages and dialects in the world, being indiscriminately put into the hands of anyone?'

It is a fact that we do not advocate these things. They are the responsibility of their supporters, although we might assume that they act in good faith. We see the Bible more as a means and a valuation sign, not to begin one's study with, as is done in theological classes, but to be used, if desired, while actually walking the True Path of Return.

The Bible is not a manual or textbook, but a signature. Why else would we speak of a new and an old testament? A testament is a ratification, a signature after an accomplished labour, after a fulfilled life. Therefore, the Bible is a confirmation of achievement, at the end of every stretch covered on the Road to divine realisation, in the power of the immovable Kingdom.

Pilgrims on the Path ascend, step by step, the ladder of initiation, of broadening the consciousness, and after each step they will find in the unadulterated Holy Language of the Bible the ratification, the confirmation of the knowledge and experiences with which they have been endowed.

First comes the Path, with the attendant inner enlightenment, and it is in proportion to this inner enlightenment that the aspirant will be able to read the Bible, and to grasp it in accordance with the enrichment of his state of consciousness.

To the outer world, the Bible is a collection of thoughts, concepts and historical data, that can be contested, disproved or accepted; but such a belief can only cause greater confusion for the grasping and deluded dualistic mind. But to the heirs included in the Testament, to those who are worthy to be the "children of God", this book becomes a personal divine aid. An aspirant who has entered the process of soul-rebirth experiences the unadulterated parts of the Bible as a touch of the Holy Spirit, as a Call to Life, life after death; that is, microcosmic death, according to the dualistic state. Thus, in the esoteric sense, there are two Bibles.

Firstly, there is the visible Bible, the typographical product which everybody can see, possess and read; and secondly there is the invisible Bible, which is the Universal Doctrine of Truth. The invisible Bible is the omnipresent Wisdom of Christ, the Power of the Gnosis, undefiled by the hands of man, because it is protected by the Eternally Born.

The Universal Doctrine of Truth accompanied the microcosm in its fall. It stands by our side as a doorway at our right hand. It walks with us two miles, if  we ourselves are willing to go one mile. It was to "accompany Adam on his way out of Paradise".

The visible Bible is the doctrine materialised in a typographical image, a shadow, an incarnation, of the Doctrine. Therefore, the Bible stands beside the many other books of Wisdom as one of the most recent incarnations of the Universal Doctrine that has come to mankind. As such it is the criterion, the unquestionable indication of the descent of mankind into duality (the Old Testament) and of mankind's deliverance (the New Testament) made possible by the process of rebirth, or transfiguration.

Therefore, since the Bible is the Testament, the ratification and the signature of the Universal Doctrine, the Confessio Fraternitatis reads: "Those are nearest to us and most our equals, who make the Bible the master of their lives, the end of their studies, and the compendium of the world in general". Such persons read the Bible from inner revelation.

The Christ-Hierarchy has many workers who wish to help us, until such time as we ourselves are able to read the living Holy Language from the divine Radiation Field. Then, from out of the invisible we will be able to grasp the visible. For the seeker begins with the Universal Doctrine of Truth, he begins with the invisible Bible, that is, by walking the True Path of Transfiguration. Then, upon that Path, through the processes of insight, yearning for salvation, self-surrender and the new attitude towards life, he may understand the typographical Bible as he moves toward the Christine Gate and eventually attains Liberation.

The Way of the Cross
The path from Bethlehem to Golgotha lies open before us all. The words of Jesus, "Be my followers" may certainly be realised. That is why the Egyptian Avatar, Hermes Trismegistus, said: "Sublime and well-trodden is this way". However, he realistically added: "but difficult for the soul to follow as long as it is in the body". Let us now examine these difficulties in greater detail.
In the Corpus Hermeticum, Hermes, when speaking to his disciple, Tat, states: "First the soul has to struggle against itself, achieve a great separation and allow one part to gain victory over it. For a conflict arises between one part and the other two parts: the former tries to escape while the latter try to drag the former - that is, the soul - down from below. The result is a fight and a great trial of strength between the part that wants to escape and the two others that strive to detain the soul.

"However, it makes no small difference whether the one side or the other wins, for the one strives with great effort towards the Good, while the others make their home in the domain of perdition. The one yearns after freedom, the other two embrace slavery. If the two are vanquished, they remain locked up in themselves, inactive and lonely, abandoned by the one that rules. But if the one part is defeated, it is carried off as captive by the two and deprived of everything and it is punished by the life it lives here.

"See, my son, this is the guide on the way that leads to freedom: you must give up your body before it dies and overcome the life of conflict; then, if you have won that victory, you will return to the Highest."

This text places before us the truth of the process of Resurrection, the Liberation of the soul from the hold of fallen, dualistic birth. This is a difficult task, but one that makes victory all the more glorious.

The inner struggle that every candidate for Liberation has to fight is described in the Gospels of the New Testament by the capture of Jesus, in his cross-examination before Herod, Pilate and the Sanhedrin, in his humiliation, his Way of the Cross and his crucifixion. Finally we see his grandiose victory on the third day, the day of Resurrection. We also find the entire evangelical story of Jesus' suffering and the resurrection, down to the minutest detail, described in the verses quoted from the fifth book of the Corpus Hermeticum. The Jesus drama - the Piscean Passion Play - signifies the birth of the soul in duality, its course through matter, its liberation from the fallen world of matter and its ascent into the World of living Souls, from where it returns to serve mankind, to be helpful to others still chained to the wheel of birth and death in the fallen universe.

The soul belongs to a triunity: Spirit, soul and body. Each of these three aspects has its own inherent function, and co-operation between the three leads to a perfect harmony and Enlightenment. The soul acts as an intermediary, as a mediator between the Spirit and the body. Its positive pole is directed toward the Spirit, its negative pole toward the body. So the outpouring of the Spirit-power into the body takes place via an intermediary: the soul.

Let us consider the case of the aspirant who has decided to walk the True Path. The consequence will be the birth of a new Soul. What does this mean? A light-power radiation of high Serenity which is not of this world will penetrate the dualistic microcosm via the heart sanctuary and take up residence there. This is the beginning of the birth of the new Soul and is an essential requirement and result upon the True Path. However, the immediate effect of this necessary process is an ever increasing inner struggle, an ever increasing tension.

Many genuine spiritual aspirants declare that they live perpetually with this tension and cannot escape from it. Yet this is only natural and to be expected. As the radiation of the living Soul enters the heart sanctuary, the result is a tension which, at a given moment, can no longer be tolerated by the I, leading to a personal crisis. This will result in the resurrection of the soul, birthing a new, living Soul-State in the microcosm.

When the new Soul is born, the body is influenced by a new Light-Force. Yet, equally, many other forces are at work in the body also, natural forces that are absorbed from the surrounding dualistic field. As soon as the new Light-Force chooses to dwell in the body and acts as a new intermediary principle, it is, as it were, taken prisoner at that very moment. The new Light in us is then waylaid by the dualistic powers represented by Herod's soldiers, the bands of the high priest of the fallen being, the mercenaries of Pilate.

The new Soul-Principle cannot and must not avoid this, even if it were possible. It agrees to be taken prisoner within the system, for its immediate task is to surrender voluntarily and in faith to Lucifer: "Resist not evil." - Jesus. The new Soul must be the mediator in order to save the whole being and urge it to transfiguration. That is why Jesus must, in great calmness, voluntarily allow himself to be taken prisoner.

In this lies the essence of any potential transfiguration! No one else can accomplish it for us. A great man who lived two thousand years ago cannot do anything for us; at best he is an example to be followed. It is we ourselves who must walk the Path. That is why Jesus, the Piscean Christ, said: "Be my followers". Perhaps we may now visualise the extent of the initial struggle of the new Soul-Principle before it can achieve the great separation and be able to speak the positive "consummatum est": "it is accomplished".  

That which is true, pure and undefiled must deliberately and knowingly join with the unclean, the fallen, the dualistic. It must, in perfect love, allow itself to be persecuted and spat upon; it cannot and must not try to escape this. At the beginning of this painful process, the new Soul-Being may ask beseechingly: "Cannot this bitter cup pass me by? Is there no other possibility?" But this cup must be emptied (experienced in self-surrender) of the very last drop in order to attain the Goal.

As we have seen, the new Soul has two poles. One is directed to the Fatherland, to the Father, to the approaching Spirit; the second must direct itself to the dualistic personality in order to allow the Immortal - the new Power of Salvation - to flow into the mortal, dualistic microcosm. This is the reason for the inner struggle that we must experience from the very moment we celebrate our true discipleship of the Gnosis.

This truth has been virtually effaced from all available scriptural doctrine today. However, the moment has come in the course of development of the world when sincere aspirants can understand this and can be considered strong enough to be able to cope with it, to bear it. Consider then the following:

Upon the True Path, one undertakes to link the Divine with the fallen, in accordance with the example given by all the Avatars who said: "Be my followers". Therefore, two absolutely dissimilar and antagonistic states of being encounter and confront one another, and a great struggle must necessarily result. One pole of the new Soul will seek to flee to the Spirit. The second pole will have to experience the fallen world of death. While the new Soul makes every effort to strive after Holiness, after the essence of the Spirit, it must at the same time suffer the conflict with the two essential powers of fallen nature: passion and desire. On the one hand there will be intense longing for Liberation, with every heartbeat; on the other, there will be contact with the powers of defilement and bondage.

In this way the Holy Cross is erected. The vertical and the horizontal are joined together, solidly planted in the Earth; what is Divine bends down towards the Earth and goes its Way of the Cross on Earth, the way of sacrifice; this is inescapable. The top of the cross is directed towards that which is Heavenly, and at the centre, at the heart of the cross, is nailed the unfolding rose of the new Soul. (This is the meaning of the symbolism of Rosicrucian Christianity; pure, Gnostic Christianity).
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Do you feel the unavoidable grief of such a nailing? The vertical is continually scourged and tortured through this voluntary surrender; the pure, Holy Spirit cannot bear it, cannot stand it. And if the horizontally-active dualistic self attempts to draw itself upwards, it finds this to be an impossibility. The result will be a spiritual anguish. The horizontal cannot abandon its natural, fallen state of being, and the vertical cannot become established in the world of death. This process, this Way of the Cross, as the hermetic philosophy summarises, is the guide to freedom: "You must give up your body before it dies and overcome the life of conflict; then, if you have won that victory, you will return to the Highest".

This guide is the cross with the blood-red rose, the cross of voluntary self-sacrifice, the cross of purification, of transfiguration. Nailed to this cross, the new Soul must 'struggle to surrender' in order to fulfill its task.

Therefore, if we walk the Path of Transfiguration, we should not be surprised that we have conflict in our life and still so much in ourselves with which to struggle. What is taking place is the necessary encounter between two antagonists that are completely irreconcilable and that, by their encounter, cause a great inner fire: the fire of transfiguration. This fire cannot fail to appear, it must rage. The new, living Soul must overcome fallen, mortal existence. This, stated Hermes, is what we should very well understand and struggle through with our inner being.

* * *

Now, there are people who take on the struggle caused upon the Path with their I, with their ego, in self-mortification. Such people make this inner struggle a conflict of a highly personal nature. They proceed from the mistaken idea that all this pain, trouble and grief strikes them because their lower nature plays a trick on them in one way or another; because they are still bad or sinful. But this has nothing to do with what we have been discussing. Let us see the situation very clearly.

As sincere aspirants we have opened our heart sanctuaries to the Christine Life-Field, the Power of the living Soul-State. It penetrates our blood, our nerve fluid and advances to the head sanctuary; it fills our whole being and causes soul-renewal or soul-rebirth in the heart. However, the dualistic power also finds its way into our being. These two entirely incompatible powers are the cause of the burning fire. In this way our soul suffers and so does our I. We should not, however, think that the I is the cause or that the soul is the cause; no: it is the encounter of two incompatible forces, two different tensions, two conflicting electromagnetic powers.

So what should we do now? Live by the conditions of the Way in I-less surrender. Do not allow the I to meddle in this process. If we feel grief and tensions, let us not work them out on other people, but experience our grief as the necessary purification process of the Holy Cross. If we experience this grief to the depths of our being, then the Gnostic Light-Power will be active in us in a mighty and dynamic way. 

As we have said, there have always been those who consider the struggle caused by the Path as a struggle of a personal nature. They become, as it were, completely bound up in the I, and so they put all their efforts into asceticism and self-mortification. However, it is precisely the I who should stand aside. The I should not step in anywhere; it should become quiet, acquiescent, and so allow this struggle, this purifying fire, to rage!

Just think of the ancient monastic habit of self-chastisement and voluntary mutilation in the struggle against the flesh. Yet the struggle of the Way of the Cross is not a struggle against the flesh. It is a struggle between the Christine and the fallen domains that takes place within us. It is impossible to be victorious if these things are tackled with the I. Such self-mortification is suicide. A human being cannot bear it, and madness and death will be the result. Therefore, we emphatically repeat, we must not fight against ourselves like desperate men; we would only invoke all sorts of inimical forces that would then become active in us. We would then place our I in the service of one or both of the dualistic parties: passion and desire. The result will be a speedy consumption of energy, until death ensues.

So what should we do? We should exercise consecration to serving the Divine Plan of Salvation as we are able until true and spontaneous piety has been realised. Let us give this the first priority in our lives. For the I it will mean endurance. We must withdraw from the inner conflict of the two natures; we must refuse to be a party to this conflict while allowing the new Soul to perform its voluntary work, its sacrifice within us. This is what the initiated mystics had in mind when they said: "Let Christ do the work within you".

We should not force ourselves to withdraw either, as if into a corner of our being, from which our I can peer at what is going on. No, we must desire to walk the True Path with all our heart, now, in the present. This must be our deepest longing, for which we yearn in self-forgetfulness and serviceful love. If we can do this, the new Soul-Element will be born in us and we shall begin our Way of the Cross, our way of the rose and the cross - the meeting between the two irreconcilable powers. 

So the new Soul will not seek to fight, because the new soul is Love; and the informed I will not fight either, for it desires only to surrender itself to Christ. What will take place is an unavoidable encounter between the two conflicting electromagnetic forces. Through this meeting an inevitable process will develop in us, together with a tremendous grief, which is the result of a struggle between the ascending Soul as it hastens Homeward but which must simultaneously experience and endure the fire of its sacrifice.

No one knows for how long this fire, this struggle, this grief, will last. No one knows for how long all the consequences of the Way of the Cross will make themselves felt in our being. It is something that cannot be forced. It is a process that we must accept, willingly and joyfully if we would return Home. The process will last and burn entirely in accordance with our everyday choices, our karma, the nature of our microcosm and the merciful radiations that have become active in our microcosm via our mutating lipika. But at a time when we do not expect it, perhaps right in the midst of the fire of some trial, it can suddenly appear that the fallen universe of death has been overcome, and that the "consummatum est" can be spoken.

Therefore, let us accept in perfect objectivity our Path of the Cross and let us not meddle in it with our I. Then the hour of Liberation will certainly come. Our soul will arise and celebrate its morning of Resurrection. This will be the first New Day, the awakening of the Christ within, the beginning of the New Morning, the Morning of Eternity.

The New Race & the Ark of Christ

Numerous ancient prophecies speak of these times in which we now live: the "end times"; that is, the end of a major world cycle. They speak of an exceptional and wonderful manifestation of an entirely new and non-dualistic type of Man in this fallen world; a group of people that, not only in a mystical sense, but also structurally, biologically and thus bodily, will be in this world but not of it. Today, the prophesying stage with regard to this long-awaited event has concluded, and we have entered the end-times period of realisation. That is why we no longer speak in an announcing sense, but instead explain the present course of unfolding events so as to enable intelligent aspirants to take into account all the factors concerned and to make the necessary adjustments in their lives. This is the way in which we should understand, for example, the Biblical "marching into the promised land". It does not mean that we should change our place of residence!, but that we prepare to become part of the new human race. There is, therefore, much to seriously consider and to prepare for in these remarkable times.
In this chapter we would firstly like to broach an old subject discussed abundantly in spiritual circles by stating that: Christ is not a personality of majestic stature residing somewhere outside the dense material world, but is essentially an impersonal, cosmic Being, manifesting Itself as divine Light, Force, Love and Wisdom in a mighty Radiation Field. This Radiation Field - which is here, among us, and which gives no rest or peace to this darkened world - exercises a great influence, even a whole series of influences upon all life.

Now, there are radiations that have a detaching effect, and there are those that might be indicated as drawing or attracting. The first group is of an ultra-violet nature, and the second one, infra-red. The Radiation Field of Christ, being complete in itself, contains a complete spectrum and hence it can be indicated as a Sun, as an invisible solar Body, the radiations and influences of which are both attracting and detaching; attracting toward the emerging new order of Life on Earth and the New World Consciousness, while detaching from the old order and the old, selfish collective consciousness. The following explanation gives a picture of the working of these two different, harmoniously co-operating influences and powers of the Christine Radiation Field which, at the end of world cycles in duality, becomes the Ark of Christ.

The attracting or infra-red light of the divine Sun will touch us as sincere spiritual aspirants at a given moment. The divine spark in our heart shall then react upon this attracting Light; in fact we will be obliged to react. The ordinary dualistic consciousness does not know of this; the fallen I will even spontaneously oppose it. Whether we oppose it or not, however, our whole being shall be caught up in a reaction current. The entire human being will thus be subjected to a whole series of experiences, owing to the fact that it has been struck by the infra-red light-wave of the Christine Sun. Millions of men and women in this world today personally know of these disquietings and the inexplicable experiences resulting from the Call.

The fact that man is literally attracted by this light-wave explains why the mystic language speaks of a "Calling". This infra-red impulse, this attracting light, is indeed a call Home!

When the Christ-Hierarchy calls us it touches our heart with its Light. Since it is impossible to separate this attracting Light: the divine infra-red, from the detaching Light: the divine ultra-violet, it becomes clear that upon receiving the Call there also arises a breaking-up; a whole series of disquietings and experiences that are the inescapable lot of any truly aspiring soul in the fallen world.

We must remember, however, that there is both an Earthly, fallen infra-red and an infra-red from the divine Sun. When, upon being called, one does not feel disquietude, a continuous inner commotion, then one can be sure that it was not the divine infra-red by which one was struck. In such a case it is the calling of a merely dualistic influence in harmony with the ordinary I-being that is not in the least able to influence the divine spark.

When we are called by the true spiritual Sun, and when we follow that Call, then simultaneously we have to leave something behind us, because the attracting infra-red is always accompanied by the detaching ultra-violet. This is the meaning of the words: "Go, sell what you possess, and follow me." - Jesus. Whoever chooses to accept the Light of the divine Sun into his life must take into consideration both effects of this Light: the demolishing as well as the building effect; both the loss and the gain. This is why we enquire of applicants for the inner teachings whether they have counted the cost of walking the Path.

* * *

Now, just as we may reflect the ordinary sunlight by a concave mirror, and a focus is thereby formed by the mirror, so also is any genuine Gnostic group a focus for the Light of the Christ-Hierarchy. In the measure to which this mirror is refined, a gradually sharper focus is obtained. Similarly, as the group's radiation field is sublimated and improved, the divine sparks within the hearts of the members of the group will definitely be affected, attracted and called with an ever increasing intensity. This affecting and calling will now be explained in order that each aspirant may understand what the infra-red divine Light requires of him, why it calls him and how it seeks to help him.

Remember that the infra-red Light of Christ is ever accompanied by the ultra-violet Radiation. Therefore, the seeker willing to go the Way of the Avatars discovers that the ultra-violet Radiation attempts to remove all obstacles in the fallen world for him at the right moment. This important aspect of the Christine Power endeavours to clear the way for him, even to such a degree that the aspirant "need not hurt his foot on a stone".

The Call to the Path at the same time implies the possibility for going the Path. Therefore, the prologue to John's Gospel states with great certainty: "To all who receive Him, He gives power to become the children of God again." Perhaps it can now be understood how it is that the seeker who knows about these things can state with certainty that the power of the Call is at the same time the power that clears the way. However, only in intelligent detachment from the world of illusion, and in unconditional surrender and faith may the way be cleared.

With regard to the aforementioned potential, let us now consider the case of the aspirant who, by virtue of his presence in the power-field of the Ark of Christ, is attracted and called with great intensity but is not willing to abandon that which has to be left behind. In spite of all that is said to him, such an aspirant holds on, with both hands, to a great deal of delusion which, in the course of many incarnations and by means of ignorant thoughts and feelings, has become a seeming reality and security to him. What is going to happen now?

Firstly, let it be said that when a sincere and uncompromising aspirant reacts harmoniously to the calling aspect of the Christine intervention, then he will also react harmoniously to the detaching aspect. Then the Path will be smooth for him. However, should a half-hearted aspirant react harmoniously to the calling aspect but not to the detaching one, then both influences will have a disharmonious effect in his life. Then a series of difficulties arises, fruitless pains, confusion, endless worry, an inner rending, loneliness, sadness and the entire snake pit in which we then lie caught. By no means are these afflictions brought about by the Christine intervention, but we scourge ourselves with the whip of the dualistic driver - the I - and in this state of being there is no one who can help us, not even a thousand Buddhas, for we ourselves have chosen not to break the whip of the driver in self-surrender. While there is an immeasurable happiness and freedom awaiting those amongst humanity who respond positively to the Call, still man keeps himself in the universe of death in pain and misery. Is it possible to imagine a more unintelligent way of life?

You should not take these remarks as a sermon or as a Call in themselves, because you have already been called repeatedly over the ages! Our call is but a faint echo of the eternal reality. We now speak vehemently of these things because the time has come! The stage of prophesying is over. The preparatory stage has come to an end. We have now entered the period of realisation on Earth. A group of those who respond correctly to the Call is presently being summoned from all countries and nations for a new activity and a new development. Those who wish to join this group - that is, those who possess the qualities and virtues to be able to join - should now make haste due to very urgent scientific reasons.

As we have said, besides the twofold Radiation of the Sun-Field of Christ there also exists a twofold radiation power of the fallen, dualistic nature. The infra-red light of this nature is in harmony with the I, with the luciferic principle of the lipika, and the ultra-violet light of the dualistic nature attacks and breaks up everything that opposes our I. In this way duality develops: rising, glimmering and fading, eating in order to be eaten. By dint of its very nature, this fallen radiation field shows forth a degenerative development, while the Radiation Field of Christ causes an expanding, regenerative development. This means that both fields - the divine and the undivine - are constantly subject to a vibratory change and are mutually opposed. One develops into Infinity and ever-expanding new Life, while the other plummets ever more swiftly - especially at this time of planetary acceleration - downward into further decay and death towards its ultimate fateful dissolution.

Today, the distance between these two fields is widening, and there will come a moment, and soon, when a man who is existing in one field cannot possibly partake of the other. The difference between the two fields - which is fundamental and qualitative - finally becomes so great, and individuals expressing themselves in either field become so essentially dissimilar that, at a certain point in time, a man belonging to the dualistic field cannot possibly reconcile himself and connect with the Ark of Christ. It is at this stage that the metaphorical 'Judgement Day' confirms his doom. Such a situation always develops at the end of a cyclic period in mankind's course. It should now be apparent why a man who is called by Christ but holds on to duality cannot serve two masters: he will be broken away from the Radiation Field of Christ; in fact, this will be done by himself. Indeed, it is happening today by all who possess the Judas-signature and who choose selfishness and therefore separation over and above Love and Unity.

The time has come for this breaking process to tangibly manifest in the world and the long-prophesied Great Separation is now being hastened on Earth. Very soon, the word 'Christ' will be hushed in the mouths of all those who do not belong to the Radiation Field of Christ. They will be unmasked and known by all, including to themselves. Already, those with eyes to see are aware of those who are choosing not to join the harvest - the Final Liberation - the attainment of which is the sole purpose of human incarnation upon Earth.

The remainder, the serious seekers and servers, have the choice still left in their own hands, if they will only take leave in time of their cleavage and fully entrust themselves to the Radiation Field of Christ. Then the songs of the ancients will be sung in relation to them as well: "Though you have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold. For He will give His angels charge over you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone."

The New Heaven & the New Earth

In the classical Gnostic Rosicrucian work, the Fama Fraternitatis, Johann Valentin Andreae speaks of a tomb. In the description of this tomb our own fallen state of being as seen in the light of the Universal Wisdom is indicated in veiled language, although its meaning is perfectly clear to those whose awareness is open to it. It is the tomb of Christian Rosencruez, that is, of a man going the Path and accepting the consequences due to his insight and self-knowledge. Proverbs are chiselled on the tomb, one of which reads: "There is no empty space". Let us now investigate the meaning of this.
In our schooldays we were taught that the Earth, with the sun, planets and moons are just indivisible, tiny little specks of dust suspended in an immensely large space: the Cosmos. We were also taught that the spaces filling in the distances between innumerable celestial bodies are infinitely greater than the volume of the celestial bodies themselves, yet these spaces are not empty, but filled with a thin gas: the primordial ether. So there is, in fact, "no empty space".

However, the Fama Fraternitatis did not mean merely to explain to us this simple, undivine scientific image of the Cosmos. Rather the classical Rosicrucians wanted to indicate, in veiled language, that there is no part of the Omniverse, however immeasurably great or indivisibly small, where there is no divine activity.

The work of Calling by the Fellowship of Christ consists of a wondrous Radiation that enters into our dualistic field of existence. It is a Radiation from which every semblance of compulsion is absent. Yet, this Radiation Power leaves no divine spark alone, because the divine spark has an inherent affinity with this Radiation. Therefore, this activity causes a continuous unrest in dualistic man, a feeling of being constantly disquieted, disturbed, agitated. These vibrations are present everywhere, and they speak a special language to anyone who accesses them by listening to their own conscience. Every thinking adult knows that something is very wrong on Earth, but not every adult human being listens to their true, spiritual Conscience, which would ultimately lead them to the fundamental reversal.

When, sooner or later, the time comes when a man is no longer able to maintain his physical body, then the stage reached in the process of his change of soul, the transfiguration of his soul, is decisive for all that will happen after his physical death. As we have said before, after the death of his physical body the ordinary man arrives, with the remnants of his personality, in the reflection sphere, the realm on yonder side, and there goes to a plane that is completely in accord with his state of being. Like attracts like. In the spheres through which he passes, one after the other, further volatilisation of the mortal being takes place within a longer or shorter period of time, like a fire that slowly dies out. But if, while still alive on the physical plane, we actually possess a rational-moral state of consciousness; if we have actually accepted and are living in the twofold magical process of Faith and Life; if we make use of this situation for embarking upon the True Path, then something of the immortal Soul-State will have already begun to germinate within us.

If we live this kind of life while we are still here below, we will, when it is time for us to leave this Earth, "pass away in Christ the Lord". When we then lay down our weary head and breathe our last, something of that which is immortal in our being will go along with the ordinary mortal part. Then we shall go, with all that is left of our personality, not to the reflection sphere, but instead to Shamballa, which is the divine counterpart of the fallen planet Earth, and which is actually the outer circle of a new field of life, the New Earth that leads to the New Heaven.

It is wonderful to know, deep in our consciousness, of the fact that if we earnestly walk the True Path while on this side of the veil, then we shall be released from the fate of existence in the reflection sphere. This is so because we have learned all about the demoniacal aspects of the reflection sphere and have turned away from them. In the process of I-neutralisation we expect gradually to sever, via our lipika system, all ties with the reflection sphere. One result of this will be that the dwellers in the reflection sphere will lose all interest in us, since they cannot parasitise us any more.

* * *

The magnetic sphere, the sanctified body, the body of the sanctified, the Una Sancta, the Ark of Christ, of which we wish to make you aware, is a totally new Life-Field, the New Heaven and the New Earth that John, on Patmos, saw descending and which he recorded in the Book of Revelation. If it be granted us to reach our aim, then we shall come to carry within ourselves the New Heaven-Earth as a personal possession. It is then that we shall see the New Earth and the New Heaven of the twofold Fellowship of Christ; then we shall have become so entirely one with it, that the old heaven and the old earth will, as it were, have disappeared for us.

The building of the Ark of Christ goes through a sevenfold process of development as follows:

The first phase is the beginning of the formation of the group;

The second phase is the beginning of the divine radiation;

The third phase is the development of the divine radiation;

The fourth phase is the breaking through into Shamballa;

The fifth phase is a magnetic binding with the Christ-Hierarchy;

The sixth phase is the development of the new Life-Field on Earth;

The seventh phase is complete liberation from duality.

* * *

May we recommend very strongly that you read and study carefully all our literature. We might try to give you a short excerpt from it, but if we did, we would still have to end with the advice: now study all of it for yourself. It will keep you in suspense, and you will devour it like a thrilling novel, page after page, in order to arrive quickly at the ending. In an ordinary novel the upward surge of intrigue shortly leads to the end of the story. With a sigh we lay down the book; we feel perhaps a trifle dismayed at having to part forever with the characters in it. But to our writings there is no end. Although we may have read through all the books in their material form, from beginning to end, we will feel that they could be continued indefinitely, for what is written down is only the printed image of certain aspects of the boundless Universal Wisdom which is an ever new, living Reality.

To this Wisdom there is no end. In the measure that a group of seekers, in self-surrender and group-unity, make themselves eligible for and accessible to it, the source of Enlightenment will reveal its Wisdom to them. This explains why today our group is not the same as that of a year ago, or even a month ago. It progresses. What could not possibly be passed on a year ago, on account of the state of being of the aspirants joined in group-unity, may now be revealed.

Thus the group grows along with and through its fellows workers. But remember always that for a worker in God's vineyard, the real and most sacred goal is not to enter the Fatherland himself, but to pave the way back to the Father's House for other pilgrims, and this is the key to spiritual success, for we may only return Home by helping others to return Home. Therefore, if the flock entrusted to his care turns back to the old ways, because the consciousness is still unable to grasp the saving thread, the shepherd of Life is ready to turn back with them. If the flock comes to a standstill, he stays with them, right up until Judgement Day.

It is required of all candidates for transfiguration that they maintain a continuous, intelligent vigilance, that they co-vibrate with the group's tempo. He who is unable to fulfill this requirement stays behind and shuts himself out. Do not be alarmed and do not wonder whether you are worthy, whether you will ever be able to meet such high demands. All that is required of you is sincerity, humility and a thirst for Truth. In the measure in which you possess these qualities, you will receive, from the group, the necessary strength to meet the other requirements. This is quite independent of your consciousness, especially in the beginning. Therefore, allow your faith to conquer all doubt, and leave the rest to the Fellowship of Christ.

We hope that, by now, we have been able to inform you up to the point where, once you have entered the outer circle of our group as a student/aspirant, you might advance forth to help us with the One Divine Work of Planetary Redemption. Once you become a student, you will not be able to stop at mere orientation, to maintain a purely speculative attitude. Neither can you be governed, in applying for membership, by a consideration such as: 'I am going to join this group so that I can get some more information'. This is an absolute impossibility. From the very moment you enter the outer circle, your bodily state and consciousness is affected by the power of the group's radiatory field and, furthermore, should you proceed toward the Inner Sanctum, you will encounter a force that will make it impossible for you to maintain your ordinary dualistic state of being.

The Inner Sanctum, the working place of the Christ-Hierarchy, is - as you know by now - a magnetic field. The heart of our group is a marvellously organised magnetic field; this magnetic sphere is actually a new planet in gestation - the New Heaven and the New Earth. We rightly emphasise that our members stand together as a group. For although, as an individual, the student participates in the magnetic body, it cannot be explained from his individuality. The magnetic body is not composed by his individual being, it is not of him as an individual. Therefore, he would lose contact with this magnetic field if he were to leave the radiatory influence of the Christine Fellowship.

At best, it can be said that a member of the group has an active part in the manifestation of the wondrous magnetic body, but it must be stressed that it is a manifestation that can only be explained from selfless collaboration in group-unity. It is absolutely out of the question that any individual could ever make such a magnetic field active.

This is why nobody is able to say that he has no need of the Radiatory Field of the Fellowship of Christ. Those who take such a stand demonstrate a lack of understanding of the Way of Salvation. Only if we walk together toward the Light, will our names become engraved in the Book of Life.

We hope that in understanding what you have read thus far, you may decide to wholeheartedly embark upon the True Path. Should you do this, and if you will accept the consequences, you will be delivered from glory to glory, into the New Heaven and the New Earth in the new magnetic Spirit-Field. We look forward to the day when all seekers of Holiness will meet there.

The Final Call

We are now approaching the end of these lessons and so we would like now to recapitulate on some of the more essential facts that we have considered thus far.
Everything of this fallen universe, everything of both evil and its polarity, dualistic 'good', is outside of the Divine Plan; it is not included in God's Plan of Evolution; it is in absolute disharmony with divine Purpose in regard to world and mankind; it does not vibrate with the Universal Mind; it is Lucifer's chess game and has nothing whatsoever to do with the divine Will of God. This world, this human race and everything thereof are not in harmony with the intercosmic divine Radiation; they are in conflict and contradiction with the Activity of the Universal Logos that bears and sustains the entire Creation.

The other Kingdom, the Kingdom to which we are called back by the Fellowship of Christ; the Nirvana of which the Buddha spoke; the Kingdom of Tao to which Lao Tzu testified; Jesus' Kingdom of God which "is not of this world": THAT is the divine World to which we must return before we can truly know Life, for that is the only Reality where Life actually exists. Humanity's sham existence is a living death, and it has been so for eons. The only reason that Avatars and Masters incarnate upon Earth is to attempt to redeem souls from this fallen world, to pull them out of this hell-realm. Only in the other World of absoluteness, that World of Eternal Life, of the divine Light, can we know freedom from pain and delusion. All gratifying experience in the fallen universe is but a faint echo of the original Joy. All achievement made in this sunken world is but a caricature of the original Glory.

All disease, misery, disharmony and resultant suffering in this field of existence are the tangible proof that this world and this humanity, are not included in the great Universal Harmony. How could it be otherwise?

Mankind has been roaming about for eons, in incarnation upon incarnation, going through the same experiences hundreds and thousands of times in this darkened world of the treadmill, of perpetual repetition, of ceaseless rising, glimmering, fading and dying. Man, the prodigal son, has been wandering aimlessly along these bleak shores for ages and ages, with his unappeased appetites, his passionate struggle and his vain attempts to escape from the suffering caused by his own self-created evil. 

For eons we have suffered the anguish of karma, of the burden of guilt which we create and inflict upon ourselves by our perverse way of living. For eons we have endured the dark agony of ignorance, the suffering of separation, the fear on account of our distress of life, the horrors of hatred, war and crime, the bitter fruit of our passion for self-preservation and of our selfishness, our inner misery and our delusions.

Now, man seeks to improve - even perfect - this fallen world, which is impossible, for it has been set apart from the Kingdom of God; it is an emergency order of existence, established by divine Fiat in order to prevent fallen man from destroying himself completely. There is no possibility of perfecting the fallen world; it can never be done. Yet the belief that this is indeed possible constitutes the great delusion in which almost every single person on Earth today invests, and which, therefore, distracts mankind from the True Path that leads out of the fallen universe and back into the original divine Life. No amount of goodwill without true Knowledge can avail man anything more than an extended stay in the fallen world, as it ensnares him ever deeper in the mire of illusion. Any focus upon the fallen world simply perpetuates man's incarceration there, and this is the crux that each aspirant needs to grasp before he may become free of immediate danger and before he can really and truly help others rise up and so attain the Final Liberation that has been promised mankind since ancient times, and which is today being offered to all human beings on Earth.

All humanitarian work, worldly education, social reforms, fallen religion, science, art, technology, politics, environmental salvaging, world-peace movements and meditations, etc., etc., in focussing upon the fallen world, are all part of the ploy of Lucifer to keep mankind trapped, forever. And even today, on the eve of world transformation and unprecedented redemptive opportunity, billions are still falling for it. Billions are still eating of the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil: duality. All the selfless activity, all the dualistic knowledge, all the efforts to help mankind in the fallen kingdom will come to naught if they do not lead to transfiguration, to the Final Liberation.

When at last, at long last, we have become wearied to death, sick at heart and despairing, staring with soulless eyes that cannot see past the drab woe and dreariness of this fallen existence, without purpose, without sense, without light nor any hint of deliverance, then the inner Voice may be heard as it speaks to us from the divine spark in our heart. Perhaps only then are we able to truly hear it, after such a long, dark exodus away from Home. Perhaps then we shall listen intently as the Voice of the Silence calls to us with its perpetual urge for us to awaken and so be delivered back to our original divine Estate.

The real Work of Christ during these final days, the immediate consequences of the approaching Christine Power, must be a breaking-up and disintegration, with all the attendant consequences. Hence the preparation, right now, today, of the Ark of Christ that will lift up the "chosen ones" to safety prior to the greater tribulations to come. These "chosen ones" choose themselves, of course, by their demonstration of self-forgetfulness, unconditional love and intelligent and rightly-informed dedication to spiritual - not dualistic - world service. The chosen ones are the 144,000 (the twelve tribes of Israel), which is actually a numerological symbol equal to the number 9: the number of completion. We are now in the completion stage of a major Earth and solar cycle.

The new planetary Life-Field is now in an advanced stage of formation and the Ark is preparing for its great voyage. The outer portals will soon be closing, which means that anyone who is compromising in their livingness - that is to say, anyone who continues to serve duality - will necessarily miss the now imminent opportunity for harvest. As the planetary deadline draws ever nearer, and having not taken advantage of the freely-offered grace of an eon, laggards will have to jump very high indeed in order to scale the outer barrier and so gain access to the Ark before it sails for the divine Kingdom, the New Heaven and the New Earth.

* * *

"There are thousands who are hacking away at the branches of evil, to one who is striking at the root." - Henry Thoreau. 

Today, there is a great wrenching free of all that is new from that which is old and outmoded in the world. Those who have incarnated to exemplify the way to New Life are finding it progressively more difficult and enervating to have anything to do with the old materialistic consciousness. 

Nothing of the old world consciousness can be a part of the New. The two are utterly incompatible and mutually antagonistic. For those who would know spiritual success during the forthcoming world transition, it is now time to allow everything of the old to disintegrate by ceasing to feed it with our attention, while simultaneously throwing all of our resources into building the New World, disconnecting completely from the dying throes of the biblical Beast (the old world consciousness, the I-consciousness). 

We would like, then, to repeat what we stated in the Introduction, namely that at this critical time on Earth, the gates of both Heaven and hell are opening wide. Every single person in the world must now make a choice one way or the other, for no one can serve two masters.

THIS IS THE SIFTING TIME 

There exist in the world separative and destructive forces that humanity has itself created or attracted in its ignorance of universal law. These are the forces of the lower-self, and since their collective influence in the world is a most detrimental one they are regarded by many as evil forces. Due to the rapidly expanding light of the emerging new paradigms for Earth, these forces already belong to the old world, and their tyrannical reign upon the planet is shortly about to end. Under the new laws of the Aquarian age, all that is of the old is now falling into decay and will eventually dissolve completely in order to be replaced by the New. Those who remain within the relationships and thought-patterns of the old world consciousness will attract the old, degenerate energies into their lives, thereby disqualifying themselves from entering the New World.

There is a rapidly growing proliferation of individuals and groups today who are seeking to help our ailing planet and the human race, and respect is due. However, while the vast majority of these conscientious people have their eyes on the ground, so to speak, something divine is unfolding and beckoning upon levels that are just beyond the ordinary sphere of vision. It is from this level that the real Solution to global misery, separation and disease is entering our world, and no amount of physical-plane striving can provide such a resolution or even true solace from the now escalating global suffering.

* * *

The outer door of opportunity is about to close for humanity at the end of this major world cycle and, to date, precious few have chosen to look up in the right direction, although a very great number have become entangled amidst the multifarious imitation versions of the real Solution. 

However - and we re-emphasise - in a world that has become near-saturated with ignorance, fear and evil, there really is precious little good that can be done by the spoken or written word, social/political agendas, environmental activity, religious reforms, etc., etc.

Nothing less than a torrential influx of divine Force will shake the long-controlling forces of selfishness and greed from their thrones of power. There are only a few groups in the world today who understand this and who are preparing to become a conduit for such Force.

A growing number of very advanced souls have been incarnating upon Earth since the 1960's in order to help prepare for the future and to exemplify a new way of living. As mentioned in the chapter entitled This World of Illusions, unity consciousness is the new way of being naturally demonstrated by these emissaries, and they recognise how selfless, divine collaboration is vitally needed in order to redeem planet Earth. From before, they are well seasoned in the practise of synergetic union and, therefore, the collective invocation of divine Force, and so they also know how to manifest on Earth the present world objective.

Do you understand the great need at this hour for unity consciousness in order to draw upon the required synergetic potency for positive world change? 

Are you earnestly seeking true Knowledge and Wisdom, and have you, therefore, taken a closer look at the Capstone aspect of the One Pyramidal Work of World Redemption?

Without the Capstone, the foundation work of the pyramid is useless; without the foundation, the Capstone work on Earth cannot be completed. 

It is now time for all the building blocks that constitute the New World Pyramid to consciously and intelligently collaborate.

It is time to know about one another on the physical plane and to work together as One for the greatest good of all.

We invite you to consider very seriously the expositions presented by ourselves and thereby decide whether you wish to consciously collaborate with us in order to synergetically help with the One Work of World Redemption. All that is required is sincerity, humility and an uncompromising thirst for true Knowledge and Wisdom.

Our Group
Since you have now been given a detailed insight into your own self as a human being, existing in and living by the delusion of duality, we hope that you are now able to answer clearly and conclusively the eight questions asked in the first lesson entitled This World of Illusions. Throughout this book we have also sketched out the various philosophical, practical and inner aspects of the True Path; we presented the marvellous possibilities of a new human development.
It is now for you alone to decide whether or not your meeting with ourselves and our teachings has provided you with what you expected of a Gnostic order. Perhaps you have the impression that everything we have said is self-evident. It is possible that a deep sense of belonging has already been born in you and that you look forward with your whole being to that which you have not as yet realised, but which is now calling you to claim your own divine heritage. Perhaps you already feel yourself to be inwardly linked to the Universal Fellowship of Christ.

If this is the case, you are experiencing the magnetic touch of the Gnosis as a living, vibrating, stimulating reality. This contact has evoked a force that not only brings with it the necessary help, but also develops Faith. Your confidence in the Path is clear; it only remains for you to set out upon the Way. The help that radiates from a genuine Earthly outpost for the Christ-Hierarchy is such that no-one should experience the least uncertainty as to the possibility of success on the Path. All temptation to doubt disappears when we feel the help of those who have preceded us along the Way.

Think of the words of Psalm 91:
There shall no evil befall you, 

neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.       

For He shall give his angels charge over you, 

to keep you in all your ways. 

They shall bear you up in their hands, 

lest you dash your foot against a stone.
At times, the Path of Liberation is presented as an arduous journey of solitude. Yet this is only one aspect of the process. There is also the aspect of communion, for he who goes the Path spontaneously and in total self-surrender receives the help of all those who work within the circle of the Christ-Hierarchy.

The seeker of Truth is often isolated as a result of his experiences. He is at times lonely and on his guard. However, his entry into the outer circle of our group of servants frees him from his aloneness. As well as fellow seekers, he meets there a group of servants who are able to radiate the Christ-Force specially adapted to his state of being. In this way the succour of the divine Radiation Field of Christ comes to him in an absolutely unimposing manner. Our "workers in the field of the Lord" radiate towards all serious aspirants the energies that are to be found in the force-field of the group, forces that are available to all those in need and who are able to receive it.

Now that you know all this, what will you decide to do?

If you have explored the depths of your being, if you have met the demand: "Man, know thyself!", then a divine element will have become active in you. You can no longer turn back and live your life as before, for you are no longer the same. You can no longer be counted among the sleeping ones. The living Truth - the Gnosis - has touched you, regardless of where and how you live in the world, and its touch always comes at the right moment. Yet there will ever be, due to the present state of the world, obstacles between you and the full realisation of Truth. So, in spite of any impediments that may exist, NOW is the most favourable time for you to respond to that touch. Do not believe that there will come a better moment! The laws of the divine Universe are not those of duality, they transcend time and space.

In the world, man goes his way selfishly, seeking something for himself. He refreshes himself and then continues on his way, without any lasting change. However, this cannot be the case for our meeting with Wisdom, for it demands the involvement of our whole being. He who meets Wisdom but continues in his old ways will lose it immediately. How can this be explained? Wisdom emanates from the living consciousness of divine Being. One cannot say 'I have Wisdom' or 'I am wise'. No; Wisdom may be compared to sunshine. Any sincere aspirant can emerge into it and be bathed by its light, but Wisdom itself can never be claimed exclusively as a personal possession. 

Wisdom is composed not of conceptual understanding but of a living Force, and it is this Force that works in us, offering us new avenues through life. Therefore, he who has met with living Wisdom but who chooses to resume his Earthly wandering, returning to where he came from, will only take empty words and dead ideas back with him, while the true Wisdom will be lost.

However, please know that by saying these things we are not trying to persuade you to hurry. Nobody wants to take away your freedom of choice or to tie you down. We simply wish to inform you of the laws that govern a free and conscious link with the Ark of Christ. Whether you choose to obey these laws or not is very important because it allows us to define the quality and nature of the relationship between you and ourselves. 

Esoterically-speaking, our group is an electromagnetic field in which various radiations, vibrations and forces are to be found that aim at awakening to the Higher Life all those who enter this radiation field. Our group is not simply an ordinary association where one may enrich one's philosophical knowledge. A Living Body is to be found behind the external appearance of teh group; a working place where one can build on the basis of the only sure foundation: the vital, living Truth itself. It is therefore of great importance that all aspirants who approach the Living Body, and who live and work harmoniously in it, satisfy certain conditions. An aspirant who enters via the outer circle of our group must become conscious of his responsibility for a holy work and cannot take his apprenticeship lightly. The goal can only be attained after unconditional consecration to the One Divine Work on Earth has been demonstrated by the candidate for transfiguration, and this conquest demands the purest and most perfect form of group-unity possible. This point warrants further explication.

We have explained that a magnetic field is not an accessory to our life, but a decisive condition for our inner development. We cannot live without a magnetic field. Normally we are a prisoner of the magnetic field of the dualistic world of death. Within this field an infinite number of other magnetic developments are possible. Every group, every gathering of people that consciously aspires to a common aim, automatically develops a specific magnetic field, different in nature and vibration from others.

As a transfiguristic group, we are directed toward a totally new Sphere of Life and we have access to a remarkable magnetic field, a vacuum, an ark, completely protected from all dualistic magnetic storms. In order to maintain this extraordinary field on Earth, messengers of the Fellowship of Christ have struggled unceasingly throughout history, for if their vigilance were allowed to lapse for only one second, undivine powers would have found their way into the radiation field, thereby tainting and ruining it.

Today, we are dedicated to maintain and expand a life-field through which the Christine Hierarchy can project the necessary force for those who seek Liberation. Those who founded the Universal Fellowship of Christ are "born of God". Therefore, the radiatory field of an Earthly outpost of the Christ-Hierarchy, with its many focal points, cannot be explained out of ordinary, dualistic nature. The heart of the group vibrates in the Christ-Radiation, and for this reason it is a privilege to be one of its workers in the field. However, should an aspirant approach the Living Body bearing ulterior motives; if a seeker's attitude and, therefore, his state of being is not yet in resonance with the Christine Work for Earth and mankind, then he will find that he is unable to synergise with the rest of the group and, sooner or later, in one way or another, he will be repelled by the radiation field of the group.

It should now be clear that every aspirant is required to strengthen the group force-field and so make the sacrifice of others lighter. This is done, not by material sacrifice, or by emotion, but by walking the Path oneself in conformity with the requirements of the Higher Life, in changing one's behaviour completely, and in total and unconditional self-sacrifice to the Divine Plan.

If you go with us you will soon recognise that we follow a straight and narrow path that leads directly to the mountain top of spiritual achievement. The strength of all is to be shared by all, and the strong carry the weak, and this is ensured by the boundless power of divine Love. If you make the decision to enter our community, your choice must be proven by sincere and intelligent behaviour. That is the only basic and absolute condition.

You may ask yourself: 'Am I worthy of this? Can I go the Path?' Such questions come from your dualistic personality. It is terrified of the idea that a superhuman act may be required of it. It sees its present imperfect state. How can it transfigure? How can it reach such heights?

It is out of the question that your dualistic self may go the Path or transfigure. Your ordinary being, with its I-consciousness is, as you may suspect, totally incapable of this. What does it know of the Path? Where would it lead you? What energy does it have available for transfiguration? None whatsoever! All that is asked is that you put your self in the background and entrust yourself to the Fellowship of Christ. It is the Christ-Hierarchy that guides you and smooths out all the difficulties. What is necessary is that you desire it to do so for the right reasons, and that you allow it to do so. Your self must agree to withdraw, to disappear, to cease to exist. Then the divine Man in you will grow, as you diminish.

Our group is organised in such a way as to allow for a progressive ascension into the New Earth and the New Heaven that is today emerging. A feeling of worthlessness should not stop you. Whoever has inner goodwill and the desire to go the Path can be accepted by ourselves as a preparatory student.

The group manifests itself to its aspirants in different ways and on different spirals. We distinguish three such phases, each corresponding to a particular touch of the Gnosis.

During the first stage of our pupilship, we reveal ever more deeply, by a series of concepts, images and warnings, the cause of the profound suffering of our present existence and the way out of suffering. The soul is awakened to act, and applies itself to "making straight the ways of the Lord". In every conceivable way, we reveal to the sincere pilgrim the truth and reality of the hidden Kingdom. As soon as the aspirant decides to follow the Path, perhaps beginning as a result of the distress of his present existence, touched by the Gnosis, he is admitted onto the second spiral.

We celebrate this second communion when we pursue the path of destruction of the dualistic self until the evening before Easter; the evening that precedes the process of Resurrection. This is the portal that leads to the True Path of Return to the Evolutionary Stream. On the evening before Easter the aspirant is ready for the third development.

This third touch of the Gnosis is the Way of the Cross; it is the Way of the Cross of Transfiguration. It is being lifted up into the "New Jerusalem", which is not created by the hands of men, where the candidate for glory becomes a luminous pillar in the new Temple of God. This third development has been called the "Alchemical Wedding" in the Western Mystery Tradition.
